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PREFACE.

It has grown into a prevailing fashion now to get
the Introduction of a ook written by some distinguished
personality. Instead of encroaching, however, tpon
the valuable zm¢ of a great man, I have, on the other-
hand, designedly chosen some reviews from some
important journals to serve as the little Introduction
to this' book inas much as [ find by this the object

will have been equally well attained.

Unexpectedly encouraged by the appreciative tone

~ of the press reviews as well asby the kind invitations,
I received from time to time to accompany and guide
some very distinguished visitors to Sarnath, among whom
were personalities like the Late Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee,
the great educationist Sir Micheal Sa.dle‘r, Her Excellency
Lady Rawlinson, Her Highness Maharani Gaekwar
of Baroda, Hs Excellen-cy Sir William Marris, I venture

' to publish in the following pages an English History of
Sarnath. This is as well mezant to meet the long-felt
demand for an English Edition, specially from those,
who can neither read Hindi nor .Bengali. The work

chiefly aims at giving, as In its original, a book between
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: INTRODUCTION

'

“The au!hor of thls work has undertaken the task
of narrating in High_ Hmdl the h1story of the famous
Buddhxst sanctuary of Samath—the’lsxpatana Migadaya of
the Pah scriptures—from the ear]xest recorded times
down to the present day, and he has accomphshed it,
on the whole, very well. Begmnmg mth the Pali
sources, he proceeds to trace the fortlunea of Sarpath
thruugh the centuries as mdlcated by the monuthénts
and inscriptions found \here, whxch attest the Tule of
Asoka, the Suagls, Sakas, Guptas, am] lafer monarchs.
He then gives a skelch of the excavatlons made at
Samath, which, begmnmg, frcm the c’x:ual vanddllsm of
Jagat Singh nearly 130 years agc, have gradual]) bmught
to light the ancient glories of the place ; and this is
followed by an’ account of its monuments and ifiscrip-

tions and of ity present condition.” ;. <..: o
(Review of the Hggn{r_.Ea'man—T he ]aumnl of uthe
Royal ;Asiatic Society of London): IR IN

~¢; ,%To those who.wish to visit Sarnath near Benares
~this will be 2 very instructive handbbok and guide. The
:book will: furnish, valuable. inforration ,to those who
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have a taste in archzology. It has been written on
original lines and this;, :makes the work ihterestinrr The
compllatlon must have cost considerable pains to the
author aud owmg to hlS acquamtance thh best sources
of mformatlon on the subJect he has made the work
suﬁimently.mformatlve. The get up is fair and the book
can be had in bound cover too ‘with a lttle additional
cost ‘~It lS well worth bemg secured The book is a
translatlou from the Beugah and the author, who is a
Professor in the Beuares Hmdu University, wrote 1t
ongmally in that lauvuage We have no hesitation in
saying that it wnl be of great help both to the ordinary
traveller and the students Buddhistic culture is recelvu'lg
spemal attentxon in these days and a treatise on Sarnath
where a Buddhxst Vxhar has been opened must be

vaIuable.

A(Review of the Hindi Edmon, The Modern Review)

The author of this admirably arranged and well-
informed history of Sarnath.........The more reason why
vwe should congratulate Mr. -Bhattacharyya on the ex-
‘ellent* use’ to ivhich- he‘ has put the example and the
guidance of the. professors under whomthe has worked.

His book:is no* only a thorough.and conscientious but.a

’ ~
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delightful guide to the antiquities,  the* archzology, and,
so much as survxves of the history of that- famous and
ancnent Deerpark.of Sarnath, where the great Buddhxst
Satigha or Order_came into being. , He has not-only
given a full and intelligent account of the, place and jits
existing remains, but has supplied ample refer'enC.Eé te

his authorities and an adequate index. The Bengall
“Visitor to Benares and Sarnath is fortunate to have so

-competent a guide.

But Mr. Bhattacharya'is more than a learned and
«consclentions cwcerons. He is also, if a foreigner may
wentyre to judge of such a matter, an author who has
a pleasant and a dexterous style. There can be no
better test of literary skill than a satisfactory and tactful
translation. In discussing the stymology of the old
name of Sarnath, i. e. Mrgaddya Ryipatana, he puts into
Bengali a tale fror'n the Jatakas, rendered with just the
peedful touch of archaism fitted to

e to
the modern reader a sense of the antiquity and the’
old-world charm of what he is reading, Told thus,
the native simplicity of the old story is singulatly atttac-

_ tive. Mr. Bhattacharyya is to be- congratulated on a

| piece of work exhibiting not only learning and labour,
. Coe LT
t
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bt literary -skill -and - a real gift of exposition such as
v;rill,’ it-may be hoped, win him many readers in"Bengal,'
a land where Buddhist- influence survives into Vaisnava
pxety perhaps more unmistakably than in the Holy Land
of Buddhltm itself.c’ R o

(Rewew of the Bengalz Edition—The ]ounml o/ t/ze
Royal Asmm Soczety (Landon), Octabar )920) -
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we are in an ecstasy of joy when we think of their
unostentatious renunciation, Here, in the self-same
plot of land, which has now been turned into a heap of
ruins through the destructive influence of time, the
Buddhist Yogis sat in peaceful meditation for the
attainment of spiritual bliss. ~Again, it was at this place
that the stone-pillar of Asoka was crected and his royal
behest promulgated. As a result of the religious zeal
of Asoka, Sarnath became a place highly sacred to the
Buddhist. After the time of Asoka, the King Kaniska
did much to improve the condition of the Vibira at
Sarnath. Though the Gupta Kings did not do anything
directly tending to the improvement of this place yet
there is not the slightest doubt that some of the archi-
tectural improvements of the place were effected during
their time. The architectural style of the Gupta Period
met with in the ruins of Saeniith beers testimony to the
reality of this fact. This place also bears traces of the
fall of Buddhism after the time of King Harsha, When
Brahmanism rose anew, the Pils Kings tricd therr utmost
to keep Buddhism alive, The crection of ‘Sailegsndha-
kuti’ at Sarnath is one of their endeavours to preserve this
religion. The fall of the Vihara at Sarnith synchronises

with the staraping out of Buddhism from India imme-
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tales. As an example of this, it may be mentioned ‘ that
the reference to a schism in Dharmalicti’s *Saddbarma
Samgrahe’ has been corroborated by the inscription.on
the pillar of King Asoka, lately discovered at Sarnath.
This will be described in detail in connexion with the
treatment of Asokah Inscriptions. In these circum-
stances, one may easily judge of the desirability of
dealing with the materials contained in Pali literature.
The Buddha came to Saranath immediately after
his attainment of Buddhahood and began to preach his
religion. Jt was here that tae ¢ Dharmachakra-pravar-
tana-Sitra’ fell from his holy lips. 1t was from his
seat here that he gave religious instruction to the
banker’s son Ya$a and his father and had converted
them into his religion. Again, it was at this place that
he had described the ¢ Udapanadisafa Jitata’ For all
these things, this place has been very closely associated

with the life of the Buddha.
In the eighth week of his attaininent of Buddha-
hood, the Buddha came to the foot of the Ajapila

nyagrodha (2). During his stay at this solitary place,

il

(é) Mr. Hardy writes 5w191@ for 35yi@ through mistake.

(See 4 Manual of BuddLism by Hardy, pp 188, 184).
Cf. Text Mahavagga, 1.4, 2-3-2, Oldenberg’s Ldition p, 4.
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he was thinking whether he would preach to the world
the true light that had dawned upon’him. He thought
that man being a worldly creature given to epjoyment,
it ;night be very difficult for him to conceive of Kdrana
1attva,  Pratityssamutpida, Basanschehheda and ° other
abstruse subjects constituting the.means of attaining
Nirvana (3). 1f, again, he had preached hi.s religion
to them but they did not comprehend it, then also it
would be an utterly useless thing. These and many
other thoughts arose in his mind, and in the end, he
resolved not to preach,his religion. Then Brahma
Sahampati (4) saw that the course the Buddha was

. {3) Ihave hete followed the life .of Buddha according
o the Soothern School, I have also made an attempt to show
the distinction between this and other schools on this point.

In Barmese version, we find, “Now all beings are sunk very
low by the influence of the give great passions.” Legend of '
the Burmese, Budiha, by Bigandet. p. 112, The Hindus make

mention of six passions. They mention only five. This point
sbould be noted.

(4) According to the Buddhists, “Sahampati” «is *Sva-
yambho", DBut the ¢ Legend of Burmese Buddha’® says that
“This Brabms bad been, in the time ,of Doddhs, Kathaba, =

Roban under the pame of Thabaka ......"

Jt seems .that
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going to adopt would prove disastrous to the world
and that many men would suffer misery in conse-
quence of it. He at once,came to the Buddha with the
speed of the wind and with folded palms said :—

“« ‘My Lord, be pleased to preach your religion for
it will remove ignorance. Still there are many men
free from worldly ties. If they do not adopt Dharma,
they will fall down.”

Brabma having repeated this prayer thrice, the
Buddha gave his assent(5). Thereupon, the God bowed

unto Him and vanished.

After this the Buddha thought “To whom am1 to
preach my religion ? Who is able to embrace it ?"’ ‘At
once it occurred to him that Alir Kalamo and Uddaka
Ramaputta were the fittest persons to receive his reli-

gion. But the next moment he came to know that both

sccording to the peculiar pronunciatinn of the I'B'nrmese ‘Kasyapy’
has become “Kathaba' and Sarvakrit’ bas become “Thabaks’,
Rahan means Arhan (t).

(5) “The * Legend of the DBurmesc Buddha ™ says that
then the Buddhn cast his wire cyes on carth and saw that
some men were wholly immersed in sin somo were half

v
jmmerszd and rome were still in a promising condition.
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of them were no more. Then he thought that he was
indebted to thg *Parichavargiva Bhikhus' as he had
received benefits from them during s residence in
the forest. Thus, he made up his mind to preach his
religion to them first of all and with that -object
in view proceeded towards Baramasi.

In the eighth week of his attainment of Buddha-
hcod, the Buddha wandered in many places and at last
came to Jipatanamigadiya in Bitdnasi, On the way,
he met an Ajiveka of the name of Upaka (6). The
Panchavargiya Bhikshus Gere then hving at Saranath.
Finding the Buddha at a distance, they thus spoke to
one another :—TFriends, Sraman Gauvtama is coming
kere. He is a “Vakullike”™ (one given to  excessive
outward show) and a great Bibkranta (one follcwing a
wrong courze). We should not salute Lim. e should

rot stand up to show "him tespect (7. Let us place

{€}) In l}xe.Burmeco“amunr, Aigadiys= Migadabans,
Birinasi=Birinathi and Panchavargisa BhissbuganasPan-
charahan, '

(7) 1bave followed the original work as far as poreible
Mahdraggt, 1. 6 10 seq Vinaya Pilakam edited by Oldenberg
Yol Ief. Budehist Dirth Serirs, The Pali Introduetion, p 112,
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a seat here. He may be seated onit, if helikes"(S).
But the more the Buddha advanced towards them the
more restless did they become; and when he stood
face to face with them they could not help qhomng
him dne respect. He sat upon the seat meant for him
and washed his feet. Then the Bhikshus had the
audacity fo address him by name. At this, the Buddha
made it clear to them that he was no longer Gautama
but had attained the name of Tathagata endowed with
‘Sampaka Sambodhi’. After a good deal of alteration,
the Panchavargiya Bhikshus realised his superhuman
power and being desirous of getting religious instruction
from him, fixed their mind on the path of virtue and
began to obey his commands. «
Thereafter, the Buddha addresced the Pafichavargiya
Bhikshus and said to them, ‘O Bhikshus, those who are
going to take Pravrejyd should give up these two
extreme paths. What are they ? One of the paths is full
of desires,—low, vulgar, ignoble, meant for the insigni-
fcant men and bitter in the end. The other wearics
t;xe soul, causes grief and is ignoble and bitter in the
end, too. O Bhikshus, give up these two extreme paths
and hear the superiority of the middle path. This path

- ——

(8) Legend of the DBurmese Buddha p, 117.
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opens the vision, brings wisdom and leads to Upasand,
Abhijua, Sambedhi and Nirvara (9). This middle path
is the “Arya-apdnigita marga” wviz. right sight, right
thought, right speech, right deed, right Ajiba, right
exercise, right remembrance and right samadhi (10}

“0 Bhikshus, sorrow is Aryyasatya ; birth, old age,
disease, death, grief, repentance,—all these bring sorrow.
Briefly, it may be said that these five Upadana-skandhas
cause sorrow.  Oh, Bhikshus, all sorrows are Aryyasatya.

“The thirst that causes rebirth is attended with
desire. It runs after its objects. This thirst is of
three kinds, thirst for ‘kdma’, thirst for ‘bhaba’ and thirst

for ‘bibhaba’. Oh Bhikshus, the checking of sorrow is

) Aryyasatya. Restraint on thirst and renunciation bring
peace of mind.

*,Oh Bhikshus, the path leading to the cessation of

sarcow is Aryyasatya (11). This is the Eight fold middle

9, These are technicsl terms of the Buddhistic religion,
It §s not possible 1o explain them in detal within the compass of
this small book. . .

10. Repetition does not mar the beauty of s piece of
composition in all cases. Sometimes it becomes absolutely

necessary.

11, The nenly diecovered stone vmbrelly of the Kushan
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path consisting of right sight etc.- Oh Bhikshus, the
religious practices, mentioned before, open the vision and
beget wisdom, Prajia, vidya and light. This SOtrow is
to be known as Aryyasatya, Oh Bhikshus, all sorrows
are @.ryyasatya etc.

“I have taken a.vow that I shall not admit that one
whether in Devaloka, Miraloka or Brahmaloka has got
the highest wisdom, be one a Sramana, a Brahmana, a
god or a man until he has got right knowledge and clear
insight in the above four Aryyasatyas and the satyas
three times their number. But I have got wisdom and
insight. This is my last birth,” He having said this.
the Pancha-vargiya Bhikshus congratulated him.

As soon as Kaundinya received this teaching, he
was freed from passions and impurity and his inner
vision opened. He came to know that all that was of
universal picty consisted in restraint, In this way the
Buddha set the *Wheel of Law’ in motion. The gods
living on earth shouted out, ““The Buddha hes set ‘the
wheel of Law’ in motion at Isipatana migadaya in

Benares,”' 2

age bears an inscription about Aryasatya o, g. ‘Chattiyn-imani
bhikhave nriya-sachchani ete.’ Vide chapter V' for details.

12. On the Asoka pillar of Sarnath and many other finds
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No one here will be able to retard its progress, be
he a Sraman, a Brahmans, a god, or Mara or Brahma.
Hearing the words of the gods living on Earth the
‘Cilaturmahsr’a“jika gods’ shouted in the same manner.
Hearing their words the thirty-three gods, Yama, Tusita,
Nirmanarati, Paranimitta, Bagavartini, and Brahmakarika
gods made the same speech. At that moment, the sound
created by them went up to Brahmaloka, ten thousand
sokadhitns shook, trembled and shivered. A great shout
of cxultation and a wonderful effulgence surpassing the
brilliance of the gods sprang into existence. The
Buddha then said in the fulness of his heart “Kaundinya
has known it, Kaundinya has known it.”  In this way
Kaundinya got the name of “Ajiiata kaundinya.” 13.

Thereafter Kaundinya prayed to the Buddba to
convert the Pafch vargiyas into the new religien, The

“of this place this *wheel of law’ has been uced a8 a symbel.
“The pruching"of the first sermon js believed to have taken
place in 529 B. O, when the Buddha was 25 years of sge.

A Pali inscription on a stone umbralla gives the text: 8f
Buddha's first sermon,—Cata’ogue of the Sarnath museuss p. 2.
13, WIYE 99Ea e, ghdt -

Saiieyutta 5, (Pali Text Rociety) p: 420,
Cf.  Rockhill, p. 36, 27, .
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Buddha said “O Bhikshus, come near, religion has been
_preached, now bring about the end of your troubles by
pnriﬁcatiqn. In' this way, the first Buddha Samaja was
formed at Isipatana Migadaya (14). At the end of this
-traditinoal account it is written that at that time “there
+ lived cnly six pious men on earth. These were, the
Buddha and the Paiichavargiya Bhikshus.” (15).

In very ancient times, at Benares there lived a
banker’s son named Yasa (16). He had three mansions to
live in the three seasons of dewy spring, summer and the
monscon rains. During his residence at the palace for
the rainy; season, he had for four months been surrounded
with female musicians. He did not come down even
to the ground floor of his place. One night he rose

from his sleep and found his musicians fast asleep.

14. Mahdragga 1. 6-10 seq.

Vinaya Pital:a Ed. by Oldenberg vol I.

15. Ci. In s temple at Amoy, Bishop Smith saw 18
images which were ssid to represent original disciples of
Buddha. .Hardy: Manual Buddhism p. 25-0.

The figures of Panchavargiya Bhikshus are found incised
st the.foot of the image of the Buddhs dug ont at Sarnath,

16.- In the ‘Legend of Burmese Buddha Buddha’, Yaca is

known ss Ratha,

*
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The Vipa was hanging from the neck of some girl,
another held the mridanga in her l;ahd, while another
was snoring with her mouth wide open, saliva
was running down from the mouth of some women and
one was talking incoherently 1n her sleep. Yasa stood
aghast looking at the scene before him. He pxclaimed
that it was a living Swmasana (cemetry), an object of
great trouble and annoyance (17). He repeated this
several times, At last, all of a sudden, & spirit of
renunciation came upon him. He left home. (18).
There was no one at the door of the house or at the
aty-gate. He went away to Isipatan-migadaya to
the north of Benares. Then, it was dawn. All the
qu.arters glowed in the serene smile of the mom. The
Buddha was that time pacing overthe “Chankramana.”
Finding the banker’s son at a distance, he got down
from the # Charikramana” and sat upon his seat. Yasa
took his seat at a little distance from him ‘and exclaimed
with a heart filled with emotions, “What a great

17. ' “The natore and condition of the body” mnstitu{e
dndeed a trely heary burden and gives a great deal of tronble
and afiliction,” Durmess Buddha p, 120, :

18, Here is a similarstory in -the Parinirdna Jatala
of the Baddha, M
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trouble, a great annoyance!” The Buddha said to
him “There is no tfeuble, no annoyance at this place.
Come here and sit by me. I shall give you religious
anstruction.””  Then, Yasa saluted the Buddha and took
his seat at a respectful distance from him. Then
he gave him instruction on charity, conduct, heaven,
renunciation, doing good to others, Sasitklesha, freedom
from desires and non.killing. When He came to know
that Yasa’s mind was soft and serene, he gave him -
the highest teaching of Buddhism ¢“All objects that
are born (Samudiya) (19) are full of misery ; restraint
is the only right path.” Having heard the advice
of the Buddha, Yasa felt himself free from anger and

other passions and looked like a piece of white cloth

capable of taking any hue.] (20). At the house of Yasa,

his mother missed him and brought the matter to
the notice of her husband. He sent many menin
qusst of his son and at last came to know that he was
living at Isipatana-Migadaya. Then, the banker ceme to
this place in search of his son. \When he came to the .

Baddha, he told him every thing sbout the renunciation

it

18, W24 according to the Buddhists means ‘all objects

hat spring into existence’, )
20. Burm¢se Buddha p, 121,
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of the world by Yasa. The banker also received from
the Buddha instructions about 'Margapradarm&a‘ and
the three gems ‘Buddha, Dharma and . samgha’
He became a Upasaka for life. In the Buddhist
mythology, he has been described as the first Upasaka.
Then seeing Yasa seated there, (213 the banker entreat-
ed him to save the life of his mother by returning home.
Yasa, without making any reply, looked at the face of
the Buddha with a steadfast goze. Then, the father
understood that it did not become Yasa to be a
householder again, Then, he entreated the Buddha to
go to his honse with Yasa. He, having promised

. to comply, the banker caluted him and moved round

him and went home.  After this, Yasa told the Buddha
of his intention of taking Pravrajja and Upasampada.
Hearing this, He advised Yasa to observe Brahma-
charyya, Some days-after this, He went to the house
of the banker aid gave religious instruction to Yasa's
mother and others. All of them became his discipfes. .
Hearing that Yasa had taken Pravrajya, having shaved

bis hair and beard and having worn a dyed-cloth, four

21, According to the *Legend of the Burmese buddha'
the Woddba kept Wela bidden from thesight of s futher for
rome time,
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there the jackal that pelluted their (}rinking water after
the day on which she was beaten, Hearing this, the
Buddha said that as. in the present age, so in days of
yore, too, this jackal was the pollutor of the reservor of
water. So saying, he narrated to them an old story.
He said that in by gone days the séli-same place was
called Isipatana and that the same reservoir of water was
there. Then Bodhisattva was born in a certain house in
Benares, He took Pravrgjya in due time and lived at

Isipatana surrounded by the hermits. At that time one
day this jackal polluted the reservoir and was going

away. The hermits somehow managed to catch him.
and brought bim #to Bodhisattva. While conversing

with the jackal he sang a gatha to the following effect :—

“Q good-looking one, why have you polluted the
wooden reservoir of the hermits who live in the forest and
practise life-long austerities 2"

Hearing this the jackal also sang a gathd to this

.

effect:—

1t is » Dharma (pious act) of the jackals to make
water wherever they drink water. This is being conti-
nued from generation to generation. | It does not become

you to make me give it up.:' .
2
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Hearing this Bodhisattva sang this gathd :—

“If this be ydur pious act then what is impiety to
you? I do not think that you have any distinction
between piety and impiety. Be off from here, come here
no more.”

The jackal went away. From that time forward
he was not seen there any more.

Buddhaghosha in his gloss on “Mahapadana Sutta”
says that “It was Isipattan Migadaya that came to be
called Dharmachakrapravartana”

When commenting on the word Buddhaghosh says
as follows :— ,

“In those days Isipatana (Skt.oRishipatana) was,
%nown as a blessed garden. ‘It was given with  the
object that the deer might live there in safety ; for this
reason it'came to be called Mrigadaya (Skt. Mrigadiya).
The expression *&¥4 Rz kas been used in reference
to this fact. Gautama and other Buddhas dropped:
here from the skies in order to give religious instruction.”

«(The gloss also alludes to Gautama Buddha's coming

there on foot).
_Isipatana Migadaya has been described as the
scene of Nandiyavatthy (25). Hearing the teachings of

S

(25) Dhammapade, 16th Vagga, 9th Vatthu,
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ﬁudlha, Nandiya thought that it was a pious thing to
make a gift of houses to the Sahgh;. Accordingly he
built 2 Chatuhsila with four chambers and a number of
seats. And he made the Buddha the manager of the
house and gave it to the Sangha. This house stood in
Isipatana Mahavihaca. . .

After twelve years, Bodhisattva came down from
¢Tusitabhavana! The “Suddhavasa’ gods sent in-
formation to the Pratyeka Buddhas (26) calling upon
them to quit the Buddha Kshetras. Then, those
Pratyeka Buddhas finished their saying and attained
Parinivvans. In the great forest at a distance of half a ’

, yajama from Benages there lived 500 Pratyeka Buddhas.
(27} They all uttered their prophecies separately and

(26) According to Buddhists, “Pacceka-Buddha” (Pratyeka
Buddha) was not ligt " (8 Sambuddha), For
only a speeial penance made possible Buddha's appesrance as

* «Colightened’, «Baddha” by Oldenberg p. 120 footno('o.

{27) We learn from ancieat Pali literstare that the Pratyeks
Buddhas flourished at a time when the Samyaks Saﬂgbuddlna" .«
had not descended on earth and no Sangha had been established
by them. But according to the works of a (“Apadsna™ folke of
the Phayro mss), later date the Pratyeka Boddha existed oot only
in thoso days but also during the tima of the Buddha, For the,
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attained Nirvana. The attainment of Nirvana by them
was complete, when they had risen to the sky. Their
material bodies, consisting of flesh and blood, were re-
duced to ashes by the humour of fire and fell to ;he
ground.

The Rsis fell here and hence this place came to

be.called “ Rsipatana.” (28) The French scholar

Senart does not admit that the name Isipatana comes

from Rsipatana. He says that besides this name two
other names of the place are known wviz. Rsipattana
and Rsivadana. According, to him this place was

called Rsipattana which name in course of time came

to be corrupted into Isipatana. He says that the

legend above was to support the latter name.
We think that the view of Senart is reasonable,

It is recorded in Mabhavastu that before their fall
tﬁe Ifr'at:ye_ka? Buddha§ lived at Mahavana at a distance
of halfa yojana from Benares. As they were five hundred
in qq_x;:xtge_r, it is but natural that the place where they
, lived should be called the pattana of the‘ Rsis. Itis not

Buddha said in one place that barring himeelf there was mes
on earth to equsl the Pratyeka Buddhas,

(28) ¢'stugisy qldar mimawR”’. (Le Mahavastn) Vol I
p. 859). *
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unnatural for pattana to be corrupted into ‘vadana’.

According to the gules of Prakrita ‘Q"is changed into
and@ into & Hence ‘Rishipattana’ might have
at one time been called ‘Rishivadana’(29). The word
st ‘Rishivadana’-occurs in Mabavastu— SgI&9a-
ATER pp. 43, 307 ; TR FLRepp. 323, 324. The
word G4, Rishipattana, also may be found in
this book (See pp. 366-68). This name also occurs in
the gathas of the Lalitavistara.

Now the question that calls for solution is about
¢ Migadaya® and * Migadava’. A story bearing on this
matter resembling the birth story of the Baoian Deer

, (30) is met with ir the Mahivastu. The story is this:—
* % Once in this wide forest-tract, a certain deer king

of the name of Rohaka had taken upon himself the
protection of a herd consisting of a thousand deer. He

(29) The word MITTA ocenrs in the Chinesa books and in
’ Divyavadina, Div’y.‘w . 893, A-yu-wang-ching, Ch' 2 ; The

Divyav. p. 461, Tising takes the name to mean ‘the fall of the
Rithis’.  But Falian says rather confidently that a  Pratyeka.
Boddhia was the author of of the name “Risipaitana”,

0. Jataks, 1, 149 .

As this story ocenrs fn Hiven Teyng's acconnt it is not
giren heres, * :
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had two sons, one being named Nyagrodha and the other
Visakha. From his herd, he gave five hundred deer to
one son and the remaining five hund;ed to the other.
Brahmadatta, the then king of Kasi, frequently came
to that forest on hunting excursions and killed a good
many of the deer. oThe number of the deer that were-
waunded® by him and met death entering the bushes,~
the deep parts of the forest, the tracts covered with
thorny plants and reeds,—was greater than that of
those that were actually killed by him. The dead
deer in those parts became food for crows, vultures and
other birds. One day, the éeer-king Nyagrodha :aid
unto his brother Visakha, “we desire to bring it to the
notice of the king that more deer are I;eing wounded by
him and eaten up by the crows and vultures than he
actuzlly kills when out on a hunting excursion, We
shall send to the king one deer daily, who will enter
his Makanasa of his own accord. In this way the herd
may probably be saved from wholesale destruction,”

<

His brother Viéakha replied that they would do sc.
Just at this time the King of Kagi had been out
ahunting. Surrounded by soldiers armed with swords,
bows and other weapons, he saw the two deer-kings
advancing toxyards him. Seeing that they were coming
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without fear and hesitation he gave this order to
one of his generals,—*you are to seetoit that none
may put them ‘to death. They are not terrified at
the sight of the soldiers ; cn the contrary they ‘ate com-
ing towards me ; it seems to me that they are doing so
with a definite objectin view.” In obedience to the
order of the king, the general puShE(.] away the soldiers
to the right and the left and made a way for them.
Then the two deer approached the king and bowed unto
him touching his knoee. The king then asked them
what business they had and what question they had to
ask, Then they spoke these words to the king in the
language of man,—* Your Majesty, several hundreds
ofus live in this forest within your kingdom. As your
cities, towns, villages and other seats of men are beauti-
fied by men, cows, bullocks, and many bipeds and
quadrupeds and other animals, so forests also look
beautiful on account of asylums, rivers, springs and
deer and birds. We look upon your Majesty as the
very omamcnt'o[ these places, All these bipeds and
quadrupeds live under the sole rule of your Mujesty. *

They have placed themselves under your Majesty’s
protection; hence it is the bounden duty of your Klajesty
to take care of them amd to protect them, no matter
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whether they live in villages, forests or hilly regions.
Your Majesty is their sole Lord; they have no other
King. When your Majesty is out for hunting then
a number of deer is needlessly killed at a time. Many
of them being wounded with the arrow, enter thorny
woods and fields of #4#a grass where after their death
they are eaten up b; crows and other birds; those that
meet death in this way are more numerous than those
that are killed by you. In this way, your Majesty is
being led to sin. If your Majesty be pleased to order,
we, two deer-kings, shall send for your kitchen one
deer a day, This deer will be taken from each herd
on alternate days. If this be done, there will be nothing
to prevent your Majesty's feasting upon flesh and still
the deer will be saved from meeting simultaneous death.”
Hearing these words, the King of Kasgi granted their
prayer. Accordingly, he asked the ministers to take
care that no one might kill any deer there. The King
having left for his city, the .deer-kings convened an
assembly of all the deer and consoled them in very
snany ways. They informed them that the king would
no more be out a-huntirg but that they should have
. to send him one derr a day. Thereafter, they counted

all the deerand divided them into two principal herds.

3
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From that time forward each began to send & deer to
the King's Court on alternate days.

At one tin;e it was the torn of a pregnant female
deer of Visikha's herd to go to the King's kitchen.
in due time the head-deer asked her to go. She said
to him that she h;xd been carrying two youny ones
in her womb and that it would be wellif *her going
could be postponed till her delivery, Thereupon the
head-deer brought this matter to the notice of the King
of the herd who ordered that some other deer should
go in her stead. But all the otber deer declined to go
till their turn was come.” Then the female deer went
to Nyagrodha, the King of the other herd and laid her
cose before him.' But, in that herd, too, no one agreed
to go.” Then their King Nyagrodha addressed them .
all and said,~*you may rest assured that when I have
given her assurance of safety she must not be put
“to death. Tam ready. to goto the King's Matdnasa
«(hitchen) in her stead.” -+ '

Then the' deer king issued out of the forest and
proceeded along the path to Varanast. Whoever met
him on the way was charmed at his flawless beauty and
followed him. Seeing him pursuing his way surréunded
by men the citizens said to one another, *“Jt is the king



of the deer. All the herd having been exhausted he
himself bas been going to the Kiné’s Mahanasa. We
shall approach the King of Kasi and‘ pray to him to
save the life of this deer king who is the very ornament
of this_place.”” They alfso said many other things. As
soon as he entered‘ the Mahanasa all the citizens
prayed for the safety of his life on the ground of his
being good looking, gentle and the ornament ofrthe
garden round the city. Then the King caused him to
be brought from the Mahanasa and asked him why
he had come there himself. He having narrated the
whole thing from the begin‘ning to the end, the King
and all others who were present there were struck by
his righteousness. Then the King safd to him, “He
who sacrifices his life for the sake of another is never &
beast. On the other hand, we are so many beasts,
because we are bereft of all sense of righteousness.
I am glad to hear of your self-sacrifice for the sake of
the doe. I also grant safety to all the deer for your
sake, go toyour place and live there fe‘arlessly." The
King procfaimed this throughout the length und breadth
of the city with the ringing of bells.

Gradually this incident came to the notice of the
Gods. The King of the Gods created thousands of deer
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in order to test the righteousness of the King of Kas.
The people of Kdsi were put to miuch inconvenience
by these deer and lodged & complaint with the King.

Then Nyagrodha came to his own place and told
the doe to go to the herd of Visakha. Butshe declined
to go, saying that she would live in the herd of
Nyagrodha whether she might live or die am.l sang a
githa to that effect.

The people of Kasi thus spoke to their King—

I WA WE S femgahi

T A wEed & e sanke o

I FE TR TE  TaAnag

. AAd PUTE TR gl Anl
Engluh TranslationsThe ccuntry is passing through
crisisy, the prosperous kingdom is gring to ruin, The dur are

eating cur corny O King, please take sieps to prevent them.

Let the countey pass thraugh a crisis, let the
prosperous kingdom go to ruin. I have given assurances
of safety to the deer king. 1 can’t tell a falsehood novw.

The King gave them to understand that he could
by no means withdraw the assurance given to them.

* ezt Qv ek R sy
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This place came to be called ‘Migadaya Rs

Pattana’ as it was given to the deer(31),

The word Daya Z7q) means both gift and forest.
Now the question may arise—what is the sense in
‘which the word has been used here. In Childer’s Pali
Dictionary the use of the word 1n the sense of forest has
been’ giver; (325. Neither Senart nor any cther foreign
scholar has said anything on this point. They have
simply given a detailed history of the various forms in
which the story of the deer Nyagrodha has been given
in the ancient books (33).

We are inclined to think that the ancient name of

this place was Migadava (forest) (34). It might have

(31) Mahivastu, p, 366 Iteing and other Chinese writers have
used the word ‘Silun or Silulin’ to translate the word ‘Mrigadiya.’
The Chinese words means the Jand given to the deer.’

{82) See Childer's Pali Dictionary, p. 114.

(33) Benfey's Panchataptra, p. 183. Also in the Memoirs
{1-36 1) of Hiuen-Tsang. General Cunningham seys that
this scene has been incised on a tablet of stone at Bhnmtp'nr (p-
L. XLII 2) Tt bears the inscription *Isimigajitakam.” Dnt
Dr. Huernlie has contradicted his views in the *ndian Antiguary,’

(34;‘ ‘Some Literary References to the I-ipatana’ by Drinda-

van Bhattacharya, Indian dntiquary, Vol. NIV, p, 76,
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acquired this Sanskrit name as it was the grazing
ground of many deer. In course of time, it came to be
called Migad;‘ay;, on account of the peculiarity of
pr;.munciation i/n the Pali language. Pgrhnps, even then
the name had the meaning of a forest. Subsequently,
when it was time for writing stories about each anecdote
connected with the Buddha, then this cradle of Buddhism
came to be the scene of the story of the deer
Nysgrodha, From that time the ancient meaning of
the word daya fell into disuse and it came to be used
in the Buddhist literature only in the sense of gift.
This seems to be the mu.gh sketch of the use of the
word Mrigadava or Mrigadaya.

+ Noantiquarian, whether foreign or Indian, has as
yet properly dealt with the age und origin of the modern
the name of Sarandtha. There is ample evidence to show
that name of the place is of modern origin, In the
remotest age of its imi)orlance it was called ‘Isipatana,
Migadiya' The whole body of Buddhist literature, spe-
cially Pali ln(cr;lure, bears testimony to this fact. It had
also been known by this name as long as thé infuence
of Buddhism was supreme in this place, viz. during the
reign of the Mauryas and of Kanika as well asat
the time of the pilgrimage of Fa Hian and Hiuen Tsang.
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‘When this place was devastated by the Mahommedans,
the temple of the God Saranganatha was not in existence.
If it had existed at the time it would surely have been
destroyed by the invaders. Under these circumstances
it may be held that the temple of Saranganatha’ was
built here in consequence of the same movement which
led to the establishment of a Hindu holv place at
Bodhagaya after the decline, of Buddhism. The
meaning of the compound word ‘Saranganitha’ is
‘Lord of the deer’. Theancient name of the place was
Mrgadava and according to the Jataka stories and
other works the Buddha was its lord. Hence it

seems that the Hindus bave, following ancient tradition,

been worshipping the deer-king Nyagrodha or (he

Buddha as Makadeva Sarapganitha (35), as they had
accepted Dharma of the Buddhistic ‘three jewels’ as
their God ‘Dharma Thakura (36). It cannot be as-
certained with precision when the worship of this God

began. If it be admitted that Saraniith Vibira near

{55) The God Siva is in many places represented with

deer in his left hand. Hence it may be natural to call the Gnd

Srrangapitha. The fank near the temple of the God at Saroath
Arangs

is called ‘Sarangatiila’,

(36) STRR T4, p. 246,
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Kagi was a great centre of Buddhism, that the
Brahmanas had at the instigation of Kumdrila set fire to
it and that Cunningham, Thomas and other antiquarians
removed k(')m it half burnt metals and heaps of ashes it
may be said that the temple at Sarnath was built: when
the disciples of Sankaracharya following the footsteps of
the preceptor had been building temples of the God Siva
at every important centre of Buddhism. If this view
be accepted, the date of the construction of the temple
was the end of the eighth century. 1f, on the other hand,
following the majority of, the antiquarians it be held
that the destruction of the Vihira at Sarnith was the
work of the Mahommedans, then it may be aid that this
teinple was built a little before the close cf the rale
of the Sena Dynasty. Lskshmana Serz ereted =
monument of victory at Kigt, Itis szperSoons 40222
that his descendants were worshippers ¢f the Go? S
The word Simaganitha becarme Strz=riz smeority
to the rules goyerning tiie change of Sim il ot
Prakrta.




CHAPTER Il. -

Sarnath in the historic age,

. ., .

From zno exsminzticn of Iodizn antiquitfes it iz
evidert that the history of Indiz Tefore the invesicz of
Alexanderthe Grest is enshrouded in darlmess.  What
accotnts, we heve of this period consist mainly of tra-

itons exd legends and zs such they cannot be cccepted

s historicelly avthentic. The account of SErandtha that
we have collected from the Buddhist literzture belongs
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fore the zccounts gi”er: here caonot be takento be
coTclusive.
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in question has of late been dug out of the earth.
This inscription being deciph;:red many things of great
bistorical value have come to light. We learn from this
edict that in those days the religious tie had become very
loose in the Buddhist Sasgha, For this reason His Im-
perial Majesty passed an order that the dissenting mem-
bers of the Sangha should be made to wear white apparel ~
and should be expelled fromit. The Emperc} had also
given instruction to his officers for the promulgation
of this order throughout the length and breadth of
the empire. There are similar pillar edicts at Sunchi and
Allahabad. In these inscriptions, there is an order render-
ingtheatt er:dancg of the fmblic at the Vihara compulsory
on‘every ‘Uposatha’ day. From these things, it is cleag
that the Emperor Agoka was the head of all the Saighas
and that he was always careful to take adequate steps

whenever there was any breach of discipline in them,
Besides this edict, many other things have been

exsumed at_Sﬁr:m:nh;x which show that the emperor had
bestowed ‘greai cate on this place. Among the
tuins of Saranitha, there are traces of a brick “Stupa™
a little way in the South from the lower portion of
the pillar of Afoka. In 1793.1794 Jagat Siogh, the
Dewan of Benares had broken ‘this “Stupa” and had

s



(3“1‘)

carried bricks and _'other materials from its site in order to
make there a Mahalle na;med Jagatganj iafter his ‘own
name. Hence for convenience’, sake, thé authorities
of the Archzological Deimrtment call the site of this
Stupa, *Jagat Singh Stupa’. They have ascertained that
the stupa belonged to the age of Asoka.

The t_ﬁird thing that connects Asoka with this place
is a stone-railing. It was discovered by Mr. Oertel at
the bottom of the chamber to the South of the ‘Main
shrine’ of the Vihira and it may still be found there.
From its wonderful smoothness and the pcculihdt)" of its
shape, the anticiuarians have concluded that it was cons-
tructed during the time of Agoka. According to Dr. Vogél
this railing was built to protect the place where the Buddha
had set his ‘Wheel of Law’ in motion or any other place
of sanctity. In the.opinion of Mr. Dayaram Sahni of the
Archzological Department it 'stood round the pillar of
Agoka and had subsequently been removed to this
place. But he doubts whether Agoka's pillars had,
any railings around them. We have got proofs of a
pillar erec.ted by Dharmisoka having a railing around it

in the stupa of Bharhut® Under these circumstances,

© 5, . Vide ‘qimimewar by Mr. Rpkhaldas Baoerji, p. 43

.
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the inferences that have been drawn by him may be
accepted as true. ‘

. The three relics, mentioned above, establish a close
connection between Afoka and the Vihar at Siranatha.
We are inclined to hold that Dharmasoka came to
S3arnatha on a visit. In 249 B.C.{?) he made apxlgrxmage
to Kusinsgar, Kapilavasty, Sravasti Bodhgaya and
some other places sacred to the Buddhists. In the
Jist of the names of the places visited by him there is”
no mention of Siranatha. But it seems improbablé

° that Asoka did not visitthe place where the Buddha
had preached his religion for the first time. He had |
. erectéd a stone.pillar at each of the places visited by
him in the course of his p,ilgrimnge. From the stone
pillar at Sirndth bearing the ‘religious inscription® of
Asokawe are I=d to believe that he had most probably
visited this holiest place of the Buddhists in the course

« of his pilgrimagé® . .
No relic of apy other Maurya King th:m of Asoka has

a5 yet been discovered at Sienath.  After the fnll uf the
Mauryas, Pushyamitra founded the Sunga or Mitea

G. The historisn Vincent A. Swmith has taken it for granted
that Asoka had visited Sirndth although ke has given no proot
in suppart of his statement, »
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Dynasty in 184 A.D. He was an orthodox Hindu and
performed the horse.sacrifice and variou$ other ceremonies
in order to re-establish Brahmanism in opposition - to
Buddhism. He also fought against the Buddhist King
Menander. Under these circumstances it cannot at all Be
expected that he or his descendants should be in touch
with the Vihara of Sﬁrnafh. As a matter of fact, no
historical relic of the rulers of this line is to be met with
at Sarnath. Still very few relics beionging to the age of
these kings though in no way connected with them have
been dug out at Sarnath. <During the palmy days of

Bliddhism, the devoted votaries of the Buddha raised

subscriptions and erected big stupas *with huge blocks-

of stone. They deposited the bone of the Buddha at
the centre of the stupa and with great reverence
worshipped the structure as the union of the Buddhas,
Dharma and Sangha. Th‘ey also constructed large stone
railings around each stupa. The milings were placed
on pillars, each pair of which was held together by cross-
bars. These were so nicely polished that if the hand
was applied to them, it slipped off. On each pillar, cacl:
cross-bar and each block of the railing, the names of the
subscribers were inscribed”.” Some pillars of such a

7. Drefacsto gy s by LML Harapragad Sastri p. 3,
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railing have been found on all sides of the pillar of
Asoka at Sarnath, The names of the Buddhistic sub-
scribers are engraved on them in Brahmi Scnpt In
Bodh-Gayi also there are railing-pillars of the samie
size, They all-belong to the age of the Sungas®.
Besides.these there are two relics, of the Sunga age.
These are, a bell-shaped capital discovered on the
north-east of the ‘main-shrine’ (in the lst of the
museum it bears no. D. (g)1. 1) and the pieces
of a broken stone head found at the north-western
corner of it during the excavation work of the year
1906—1907, (its number in the list of the museum is
{B.1). No re]lc Jof the kings of the Kanva Dynasty
who came after the Sungas has as yet been discovered
at Sarnath.

The Sakas had entered the north.wasie—m parts of

India before the rule of the Kinva Dymessy cime 45 2n

end. Some u[ the provindal govemxs c=fer shecs

Saka kings nsserted their indepenimes f= oo
century A. D. and ruled at Mo Tl
places under the title of sitmzv zr o =

inscription of & satrap of the zumme of

or Sudasassodis has e Fromernd

8 gl sfirsie



(3

(JJ

)

found at Muttra. The date of this inscription is 15

s

A. Do An mscnpuon of a Lm gof the name of
ASvaghosha written in the same charecter &s this ans
is to be seen on the pillar of Asoks at Sarnzth.
Under these circumstances it may be said that towards
the beginlning of the first century of the Christicn Erz
the Saks sstrap exercised some control over the Vikarz
at Sarnath.

Towards the middle of the £rst century A D.
the Kushzns belonging to the Yuchchi tribe broke up the

< . ' .y - <
Sska kingdoms sad established one for themselves.
>

"

The first king of this line was Kadphises I Hi

(£

ternitories extended over Ksbul, Gandhar =nd th
Punjeb. His son Kadphises II pushed his conquests
further into the heart of Indiz up to Benares, But from
his colas and cther relics, we learn that he was § devotes

. s «. - c
votary of the God Siva.  Hence, it iz not probable that

" el 3 & "~y
he could have any counnexion with Sarniith, the {ountain-.
9. Journal of the Regel Astario Svoielvd IREG, 32031 1t

L7035 1005, 154,

10. Babu Rakheldas Baverdl  hss shewn  similariy

. : . sy ey s L
in the charncter of these two inscriptions, Vide Silyrny Parrex:
*
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head of Buddhism. It fact, no relic of this monrch has

as yet been found at this place. )
. After him came Kanivka the greatest of the kings of |

this line. In his early life he was a fire-worshipper and
like Akbar worshipped a number of Gods and Goddesses
Late 1 life, he felt a special liking for Budghism and did
all in his power to secure the improveme;xt of this
religion. He was the founder of the M:;hﬁ}'ana, School
of the Buddhists and just as Agoka was very famous
among the Hinayanists, so he too was a renowned king
among the Buddhists of the other school. There is no
lack of evidence to show his connection with Saranitha.

The greatest prof of this* is afforded by the most
*ancient and biggest statue of Bodhisattva together

with three inscriptions. According to the inscriptions
in question this ' image was established in the thizd yeac
of the reign of Kanika. According to other testi-
’monics, it was.made at Muttra and then presented to
the Vibirant Ssrimﬁthn. by BhiksuBala and Pusyabuddhi.
Two more inscriptions of Bhiksu Bala to this effect
have been discovered, one at Muttra and the other at ™ .
Seavasth, It is cvident from this inscription of Saranitha
that “Benares lay within the dominion cf Kan.iska' and

that it was ruled over by aSatrap urider a ‘Great Satrap.'

PR
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"Most probably the ‘Great Satrap’ had his head-quaritcrs:»
“at Muttra., Bhiksu Bala and Pué‘yébuddhi were
surely‘ men of influence at the Emperor’s court because
the Saka satraps and ‘great satraps’ were never at the
. beck and call of all Bhii{sus. Most 'probably they
belonged . to the ro3:al family. They visited ﬁoly places .
of .the Buddhists wearing pilgrim’s rags and established
an image at each of the places visited by them."

Benares was probably being ruled over by a satrap -
under a ‘great satrap’ since the time of the king
Agvaghosa. The Kushan Emperor Kaniska allowed the
continuation of this practice of the Saka kings. No
relic of Vasiska, Huvi.;’ka, Vasudeva and other ,
descendants of Kaniska has as yet been found Cat
Saranitha, It must be said here that it appears from
their coins that these kings were more inclined towards
Hinduism than ts Buddhism. Though none of these
kings has been mentioned by name yet .a host of ©
Buddhistic images found at the. place'bear testimony
-to the influence of the Kushan age.

After the downfall of the Kushans the Guptas

established their sway in Northern India towards the

——— P

11, Inglish rendering of an estract from Sahitya Sarise!

[0

PLatrika, 1312 B. S,, Part IV p. 175.
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beginning of the fourth century of the Christian Era.
Though Chandra (upta, Samudra Gupta, Chandra Gupta
11, Kumira Gupta, Skanda Gupta and other kit.lgs of this
fine ‘were Hindus in religion, they were not
hostile to Buddhism. From a number of inscrptions,

we learn that they had made many grants for the
protection of the Buddhustic Co;x1munity in several
parts of their wide dominion. The early Hindu Lings
never persecuted thé followers of other religions. The
king Pugyamitra was an  orthodox Hindu and
performed the horse-sacrifice and other ceremonies.
But he never attempted’ to ruin Saranatha and other
centres of Buddhism. The Gupta kings too performed
. horse-sacrifices. '/f}ut they also made grants for
Buddhistic Viharas. The king Harsa also was tolerant
of all forms of religion.'s Hence, the * conclusion
is that though the inscription of no other king than
, Kumir Gupta I has been discovered at Saranitha yet
in the Gupta age no obstruction to the improvement
of Buddhism Fad been caused there. There 15 no lack

(12} The late Dr. V. A. Smith hs also admitted this
point. .. tho conduct of Harsha as a whole proves that
like mo<t of the Siveresgns of Ancient Indur, he was ordinarily
tolerant of all forms of indigesous religion and willicg that all
should share in kis bounty.” Imperial Gazetteer, Vol IV, p.203,
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of evidence to support this conclusmn. Most of the'
sculptural and archltectural relics of Saranatha seem to
be the work of the Gupta Age. Archacologists hold that
the stupendous ‘Dhamek’ stupa and 300 images at the
museum of Saranatha among which one is of the Buddha
in the act of setting the ‘svheel of Law’ in motion belong
to the Gui)ta period. In this age there was a new style .
in the making of images. We learn from their
inscriptions too in the stone railing of the ‘Main Shrine"
and one in the step of ‘Jagatsingh's stupa’ that a

section of the Hinayinists called the *Sarvistividing’*

(18) Two hundred years after the Nirranx of Duddha,
since the time of the Buddhist Council at. Vaisall, tevoral
sects have arisen among this Buddhists, The “Sarvistividi- -

Nikaya was composed about this time, Again, three hnndred |
years after the Buddha's Nireipa, the principal csnonienl

book of this sect called the * Jiing-prasthina Sifra ™ was
written, In the time of Kapnigka, Vasumitra wrote onr
commentary named ** Mahiabibhiiga " on thisbosk, According
to Falien (399-414) this hook was much known in Datalipntra.
u

Hinen-Tsang wrote that Wanauj and thirteen other places were
great ceatres of this Seef. The Tibstan Vinaya { Tth-13th Cont.
A. D, ) belongs to the same seets  I-Tsing (617 1-603) ealled

all the North Indian people of Kis time as Sarvistividins.

-
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exercised ag.reat influence at Sarnath before the
beginning of the Gupta rule. YWhen their influence
came to an end in the fourth century, anothey section
of the ﬁinayﬁnists, called the Sammitiya, became the
most prominent religious community at Sarnath. “They
retained their power up to the Seventh Century. An
inscription of them in the character of t;m {fourth
century may be seen on the Asoka Pillar. Agzin the
Chinese traveller Hiuen-Tsang saw as many as 1500
members of this sect at Sarnath in the 7th century. ™
The Chinese traveller Fa-Hian who visited India
towards the beginning of the 4th century in the reign

of Chandragupta lI gives the following description’
of Sarnathi—

Following the course bf the river Heng towards
the west for 12 yeon yans more, he came to the town
of Pholnai, in the Kingdom of Kiashi. ~‘To the north-

+ west of the town, at the distance of 10 1i, you come

He seems to be silent on this sect, being himselt Hinayanistic,-
Dr. Takakasu’s It-sing,

(14) See the Gth Chapter of thxs book p. \XI

(15) "“The Pilgrimage of Fahien” tr. by J. W. Laidlay
(Baptist Mission Press) Caleutta ; 1848), chap. XXXIV.
and Legge’s Translation {Oxord, 188}5). pp- 94-98
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to the temple situated in' the Deer-park “of the.
Immortal this  deer-park  was ¢ fdrmé'rljf‘ the -
station of a Pyhi foc; there are "coustaritI)‘r deer
reposing there. When the Honourable of tﬁe Age
was on the point of accomphshmg the law, the Gods
sangm the midst ‘of space, “The son of the” king
Petsing embraced ecclesiastical life and studied the
doctrine, and in seven days he will be come foe.”
The Pichi Foe having heard this entered m'/zqu{m; it is
on this account he called the Iplace‘_the Garden of
the plain of the Deer of the Immortal. Since the -
Honom:éble of the Age accomplished the law, men of

subsquent times have erected a Chapel in this place.

Foe being desireus of converting Keonlin amongst
the five men, these five men said amongst themselves,
¢ To-day, when he shall come, let us be carcful

not to speak to him.” Foe having approached the
five men rose and worshipped him. '

At the distance of 6o paces to the north of this
Place, Foe, looking towards the west, sat down and

. began to turn the wheel of thelaw......... 20 paces

to the north is the place where Foe rchearsed bis

history to Aile. 50 paces south, is the place where

[}
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the dragon I Jsps asked Foe, ":‘;fter how fong a time
shall 1 be delivered f;om this dragon’s body *” In all
those places they have erected towers, amongst which.
there are two Seng ta lan inhabited by ecclesiastics.”

In consequence of the invasion of Indizx by the
Hunas towards the end of the 5th cantury, the empire of
the Guptas broke down. The time that folloived was a
dark one for India and hence in this period nothing
was done’ to improve the condition of the Vihara of
Sarnath. The want of any historical relic of this time
proves the truth cf this statement. In the 6th century
the Gupta Emperor Narasingh*Deo Baladitya defeated
and drove away the Hupa invadets and restored the rule

X of 'the Gupta Dynasty. For this reason, 2 few relics
of Kumara Gupta 11, the son of Baladitya, the last Gupta
Emperor and of Prakaraditya of this line are to be met
with at Sarnath. At the foot of the figure of the
Buddha bearing B (b} '173 in the list of the museum
there is a small, inlscriptfon of this Kumara Gupta. Dr.
Konow is of opinion that it is an inscription of
Kumara Gupta I *, Dr.-Vofgel on the other hand does
not 'admit that this Kumara Gupta was a king of the

(i6) Azrchaeological Survey Reports, 1906-7 p, 89, 91 and
also p, 99, inscription VIII
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G}tha Dynasty’7- - "We ‘think that both ) these
“scholars are wrong on this point, because from the'
inscriptions of the three recently discovered images of the
Buddha k1915), the actual date of the reign of Kumira
| ‘Gupta II is déﬁ'nitely kno’wn”’l ~ Hence there is not the
slightesf doubt that $hé previously mentfoned inscription
i of Kumira Gupta II. Besides this inscription another -
mscnptxon of a Gupta King named Prakatodltya was
discovered at Sarnath long ago. A detailed account
of  this inscription is given in . Dr. Fleet’s Corpts
Inscriptionum Indicarum, Vol III 19

Some scholars are® of opinion that Pr'zkat‘xdztya
was identical with Prakasaditya. M’my ancient coins
of this Prakasaditya ha\{e been discovered ‘in -
various places of India. ‘—Sri.jut'Nz‘igendra Nath Basu
Prﬁchyavidyﬁrnahimavé. is of opinion that thic
Prakataditya was a brother of Kumara Gupta and that ‘
he and Baladitya had their capital at-Benares, Ifit .
be so, it is no wonder that his relic should be found at

mriat

(17) Sarnatk Catalogue p. 15 footnote,
" +(18) The date of Kumara Gupta IT given in this inseription
(vis. G. S, 154=473 A. D.) differs from that given by V, As
Smith and Dr, Fleet, This inscription hias not as yet boen
pnbhshed ‘ ‘

(1) G lp, ..S!

v



Samath. “From the inscription of Prakataditya we
learn that he gstablished an image of Visnu called
Muradw; and built a very big temple for the God.
\Iost probably that was the beginning of an attempt
to convert this Buddhist holy place into a holy - place
of the Hmdus™e. Here one thing that deserves
special notice remains that one brother Kumara®Gupta 1{
established an image of Buddha while another brother
established an image of the God Visnu, and still there
was no difference between them. How noble was the
spirit of toleration then prevailing in India !

After the dowafall of the Gupta Empire in the first
half of the sevcnt_h Century, Harshavardhana, the Kiné
of Thanesvar became the Emperor of Northern India.
Like Kaniska and Akbar he, patronised all forms of -
religion and himself showed reverence to many of .thepy
There is ample evulence to show his leaning towards

’Buddhlsm. One or two rehcs showizg his liking
towards Buddhxsm have” been dlsco\'ered at* SZmzth.
From an exammanon of .the blocks of stene and b‘:**‘
of the ‘Dhamek Stupa’ antiqueriazs bave coke to i3
conclusion that the greater portion ¢f it was b=t 27

(20) Tmn"slan:un of a2 extreot fom Nimendreogtt T
HIGT ST po 246,
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no longer kept his company, but coming to this place,
gave themselves up to meditation.

“By the sid; of this is a stzpa where fine hundred
Pra‘tyeka. Budlhas entered at the same time into
Nirvapa, There are, more over, three stupas where
there are traces of the sitting and walking of the three
former Buddhas. M

“By the side of this last place is a stupa. This
is the spot where Maitreya Bodhisattva received
assurance of his  becoming a Buddha.......ccesrennieanas

“To the west of this pl.ace there is a stupa. This
is the spot where Sakya Bodhisattva received an
ASSULANCE ¢uersssosonsensen

' +*Not fur to the South of this spot are traces where
the four Buldhas of a bygone age walked for exercise.
The length (of the promenade) is about 50 paces and
the height-of the steps about 7 feet, Itis éomposed of
blue stones piled together. Above it is & figure of
Tathagata in the attitude of walking. It is of a
singular dignity and beauty. ‘From the flesh-knot on
the top of the head there flows wonderfully 2 braid of *
haifueienienn,. -

“Within the +precincts of the enclosure there are

many sacred vestiges with vikidrai and stupas several
4 ' p
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hundred in number. We have only named two or three
of these, as it would. be difficult to enter into details.

To the west of the Saq'zgluirﬁmz; enclosure is a
clear lake of water .about 200 paces in circuit; here
Tathagata occasionally bathed himself. To the West
of this is a great tank about 180 paces round; here
Tathagata:used to wash his begging dish.

“To the North of this is a lake about 130

paces round. Here Tathagata used to wash his

“By the side of the pool where Tathagata washed
his garments is a great squ:{re on which are yet to be
seen the trace marks of his Kashdya robe.

“By the side of the lake, and not far off, is.a stupa.
‘ This is where Bodhisattva, during his preparatory life,
was born as a king of elephants, provided with 6 tusks
{chhadanta). '

“Not far from this, in a great forest, is a Stupa.
It was here that Devadatta and Bodhisattva in years
gone by, were kings of deerand settled a certain matter.
Forme:ly; in this place, in the midst of a great forest,
there were two herds of deer, each 500 in number. At
this tim: the king of thecountry wandered  about

hunting through the piains and . morasses. Bodbisattva,

L%

-
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king of deer, approaching him, said,. “Maharzj! You
set fire to the spaces enclosed as your hunting ground
and shoot your .arrows and kill all my followers. Before
the sun rises, théy lie about corrupting and unfit for food.
Pray let us each day offer you one deer for food, which
the king will then have fresh and good and we shall
prolong our life a httle day by day.” TRe king was
pleased at the proposition, and turned his chariot and
went back home. So, on each day, a deer from the

"re5pective flocks was killed,

Now, among the herd of Davadatta, there wésa doe

big with young, and when her turn came to die, she said

to her lord, “Ahhough I am ready to die, yet it is not ,

my child’s turn™ .
« The king of the deer was angry, and said, “who is
there but values life ?
The deer answered with ‘a sigh, “But, O King, it is
not humane to kill that which is unborn,”

She then told her extremity to Bodhisattva the -

king of the deer. He replied, “Sad, indeed, the heart
of . the foving mother grieves for that which’is not yét
alive. I to.day will take your place and die™ Going
to the royal ga'te,‘the people who travelled aloog the
road passed the news alongand $aid in a loud voice,
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“That great king of the deer is going now towards the
town.” The people of the capital, the I:Iagistrates, and
others, hastened to see. ‘ ‘ .

The Kihg hearing of it, was unwilling to belicve
the news ; but when the gaté-keeper assured him of
the truth, then the Kipg believed it. Then, addressing
the deer king replied “There is a female in the herd
big with young, whose turn it was to die; but my heart
could not bear to think that the young, not yet born,
should perish so. I have, therefore, come in her place.”

“The King, hearing it, sighed and said, “I have
indeed the body of a man, but am as a deer. You have
. the body of a deer, but are as 2 man.” Then for pity’s
sake he released the deer,’and no longer required a daiy
sacrifice. Then he gave up that forest for the use of
the deer, and so it was called “the forest given to the
deer, ” (21)-
After the death of Harshavardhan his vast empire
" fell to pieces and anarchy set in in Northern India. The
rulers of the smaller states were cager to establish
W(:?]) Travcls of Hiucn-Tsang translated by Beal Vol 1L -
pp. 46-61 also by Watters, Vol II. pp. 46-b4, and A Flecord
of the Duddlist Religion, p. 29, Introduction XI\',D&, By
Jt-Siog tr, by Taknkasu, '




( 55 )

imperial sway and hrought obout a*civl war which
ended in their bwn ruin. But, even, during these days of
political degeneration, the Vihir at Sacnath-maintained
intact its importance and attracted pilgrims from
. abroad. The words of the Chinese,traveller' Itsing
may be quoted here in support of'this stateqent. When
starting from his country towards the end of the 7th
Century he said.~fI am often led to think of the
far away Migadava® Then baving described the
Ramandulu, the drinking vessel, clothings, umbrellas and
other simple articles of the Bhikshus he said, thus r—
“Rijagrhe, Bodhi-tree, the Grdhra peak, Mrgadiva,
that place white a; the wings of crane, the sacred place

. f‘u)l of Sil trees thejlonely forest censecrated to the
squircel—to the chaityas of these places, thousands of
Bhikkhus used to come from different quarters every day.”
From the description given by It-Sing of the
various Buddbistic sects then existing in Indla 1t
appears that at that time the Sarvastivadins had agam
risen in power at Sarnath.

. -



Chapter il
Sarnath during the Middle~ages

The period that followed the death of King Harshs
was a sad one for India. As there was no strong central
power the whole of Northern India was in a great turmoil
and a number of petty kingdoms sprang into existence.
This chaotic condition continued for three centuries
from 650 A. D. to 950 A. D.- | ‘We see some powerful
kingdoms established towards the middle of the tenth
century. But the Mahomedan invasions in the twelfth
century dealt a death blow at almost alx the ngdoms
in Northern India. India, during the middle ages lastmg
for about six centuries, had not been sub_,ected to anyv

devastating foreign invasion. Consequently, there was
ample time to effect many improvements in the religion

of the Hindus. The difference between Hinduism and
Buddhism scarcely existed and as. a matter of fact some
sort of compromise had been made between these two
£éligions. Itis impossible to say in many cases which
of the idols of this period belonged to the Hindus and
which to the Buddhists. * Instances of this had on many

occasions been met with at Sarmath itself, For this

¥
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teasno though Hindu monarchs ruled the country, the
Vibar of Ssrnath was left unmolested and was free to
exercise its religion and to carry out the work of
artistic decoration of the place. Welearn from relics of axt,
inscriptions and confempomry historical accounts that
during this age, a number of Cluityas were built at
Sarnath, that fcreign travellers visited this ‘place, that
the Sthavitas practised thee religion and that various
improvements were effected there. The sources from
which materials are to bé.drawn for the construction of
histary of Sarnath during.the middle ages fall under three
heads, viz {)) architecture, (2) religions sects (3) royal
autherity. Wa shall try to nerrate the history of
Sarnath in this age with the help of the matenals at
. hand. :

Towards the middle of the Sth century of the
Chaistian Era, the k'ingdnm of Kanyakubja was most
powerful in Northren India, From “Gour baho” 5 work of

the poet Vakpaii: the boundaries of the territories of

(1) Although confined to the Doab snd sguthern Qudt

as far as Benares it { the Kingdom of Kenanj) is efill a#lmp.
Gaz, Vol, I p. 310/

{2} = by Bshu N 3 b, Reew Prachya~
vidyimahirnara p 246,
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Yagovarma, the king of Kanyakubjr, can ke ascertained.
According to this work Varanasi and Bauddha Baranasi
were included in the kingdom of Yasovarma. (1) In 731,
this king sent an embassy to China. Though he tr%ed
his utmost to restore the religion of the Vedas and though
Benares became a great centre of Vedic study through
his effotrs (2) yet he had done nothing to hinder the
progress of the Vihar at Sarnath. The fame of this
place atfracted in the year 741 the Chinese traveller
O-Kung, who came here after visiting the Mahibodhi
Vihara. He says that the Budha set the “\Wheel of Law’
in motion at this place. ‘3).

Another Chinese traveller of the name of Wang Hiunentse
in India in 657 before O-Kung. But'he
Mrgadava or the deer park in

travelled
makes no mention of
his accounts. (4)

" After Yagovarma's death Vajrdudhq and Indriyudha
successively ruled Kanyakubja. They had no faith in .

the religion of the Vedas, Hence it scems that they

were favourably inclined towards Buddhism and

——

-

(8) Jou-nal Asiatique 1893 Vol, I pp. 856—266. Ttis

has not been referred to by any previous writer on Sarnath.

(4) Levi's article “Les missions de Wang Ilinentze dans

Inde” J. A. 1300,
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that during theie time the Vibira of Sarnath lying within
their kingdom regeived a great chanée of improvement.
In the first quarter of the 9th century, Indriyudha was
depased by the Pala Ring Dharmapal. This conqueror
who was a Buddhist in religion made Chakeiyudhn king
of Kinyakubja, But the reign of this King did not last
long. In 810, Nagabhata, the King of Pratihira {n Gurjjara
drove him from his kingdom and established his own
dynasty in Kinyakuabja, Mihirabhoja or Bhojadewa 1.
of this line marched from the hill fort of Chitrakuta
in about 543 A. D. and canquered Kinyakubja. (5) He
assumed the tie of “Adivariha’ and the whole of
Aryavarta lay within his territories (6) Hence it is certain
that for some tiine the Bauddha Vikara at Sarnath was
under his mle.. He was a pious Hindu. (7) But he

{5} W &1 wdm ey (T ) po162

(6) V. A. Smith"s Emly History of Indis Tnd Edition
* PT850. o

{7) Bhojadeva was & member of {he Pratilira dynasty of
* Guorjjsra, Hence some may think that he was of non-Aryan
extraction,  But bis son's preceptor the poet Rijacckhara has’
described Moheudrapals a3 s “scion of the race of Raghn."
There is no zensduable ground to hold that the poet was wrong.
T FEY K BT wugnany fonw o
e ARER A W g3 0 S, s



( 38 )
never disfavoured Buddhism. It was during his reign
that the Jayapala the brother of Devapala and the father
of Vigrahapala I. built ten Chaityas at Sarnath. We
learn this from his inscription discovered at Sarnath. (8).
This' Jayapala was the right hand of Devapala in
' defeating his enemies and extending };is dominions. He
vanquish(ed the kings of Pragjyotisha and Utkala, (9).
He has been described as the king of Northern Ragha
by Narayana Bhatta the editor of Chimndaga parisista
(10). He made rich gifts to the learned scholar
Umapati on the occasion. of the Sraddha ceremony
of his ‘father. On ove hand he performed the ceremonics
of the Hindus and on the other he showed favour to-
wards Buddhism by building ‘Chaityas for the Bud-
dhists. In fact, there was no great differencein the
manners and customs of the Hindus and the Bud-
dhists of this age. According to history Jayapila rcigned
towards the end cof the 9th century. This is cory

roborated by the letters in his inscription. In this in-

Y

(8) Sarnath Museum Catalogue No. D f) &4, Vide
Chapter VI,
(9) Vide Tgeam@r pp. 57-58 and diguamizt by Babu

Ramiprasid Chanda p.20.
(10) Vide araiq giderd by Babn Raklieldas Banesji.



kubja for some time and issued coins in his own name.
(11). From thisit is clear that in the Sth ;nd 10th
centuties the Palas and the Gurjjaras struggled hard for
supremacy in Northern India. Consequently, Benares
and Sarnath were at one time under the Pala Kings and
at another under the Kings of Kanauj. But thereis
no doubt that it had been undér the rule of Kanauj for a
. longer period, « e

After ‘the death of Bhoja his son Mahendrapal
became King of Kanauj. At Gaya and many other
places we get ample proof of many good works done
by_him such ag the consecration of idols and other
;hings of a similar nature (12). He had increased the-
extent of his dominions. The whole of Northern India
from the Arabian Sea to Magadha was under -his tule.

We get this information from his inscriptions and from
. ‘

{11) aiendia sfagia ( wa-miee ) p, 165,
{12} azar g Part I p. 201,
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.
the book called Xarpirz Marjars by his preceptor
Rajasekhar (13). Hence there is no doubt that Sarnath
3lso was under his rule. The downfall of the kingdom
of Kanyaknbja began in the beginning of the 10th
century immediately after the death of the King
Mzhendrapal. The Kingdom of Gauds, too, began
to decline about this time after the death of Devapal.
From the fall of ﬂ']‘ese two powerful kingdoms the
downfall of Northern Indiz began. It was three hundred
vears after this time that the country was conquered by
Mu'izuddin  Mahammsad Ghori. But the history of
Northern India during these three huadred years was
nothing but an' account of preparation for the Maho-,

-

medsn conquest. '

After the death of Mahendrspals, Bheja 11, Mahipal,
Devapal, Vijavapal snd some other kings ruled the
country in the 10th century. But during their rule the

- e . , :?_<~:~w;-,’
Rastrakuras and the Chandella Kings of Jejabhukl

- - P, . P
EXTT SROEGRIG, §E1E 6 WEg SRR

| RERRIE TR TAY, RIS RIRET ) !

{ BFERIES— JTHERT LECICES Gt

Q0

" {14) Vide fzgsmEr p, 92
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rose in power and consequently the kingdom of
Kanyakubjz was shorn of its former glary and gradually
dwindled away. On one or two cccasions the kingdom
was'tempora.rily conquered by the Rastrakutas. The
Kingdom of Gauda, too, shared the same fate. After
Devapil's death, the Rastrakutas and the Kambojas
invaded the c(;uutry again and again and reduced it
tothe lowest stage of political existence. Though
Sarnath had so long been under the rule of Kény;a-
kubja yet the Vihara was patronised by the Pala Kings
who followed the Tantrika ‘fc'rm of Buddhism. But, on
account of lhe‘declme of these two kingdoms in the
tenth century, Sarnath alse began to decline. The
dilapidated condition of the Buddhist structures brogght
" about by neglect of Vihara and Gasdhskutis, attracted

the attention of the King Mahipal in the 11th century.

Hence, it wsas found uécessary to take many repair

\‘\"2&1;5 in hand.  The fall of the Vihar‘ of Sarpath was

hastened by the abuses that had crept among the

Buddhists not onl.y in the 10th century but also fr'ém

N

before that time in consequence of the introduction of
Tantrism, .

We give bzlow a short account of Taatrism:—

Every one koows that*there wefe two broad divi-
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progress ameng the Buddhists. (17). The Buddhists
borrowed Tintrism from the Hindus, But it being
abstruse and iu!l. of mysteries they could make no
advance in the way to Siddhi. On the other hand it
hastened their downfall. The Mab3yanists abused the
Tantric Mantras, got morally degraded and pad atten-
tion only to the outward form of religion. The ‘Buddhist
Yogis no longer possessed the excellence of character
and the purity of the hert as in the days gone by, In
x;xany cases, they had taken to performing tricks. Hencg
we may see the influence of Buddhistic Tantrism and
the horrid picture of the Buddhistic Bhairava and the
Bhairavi in ﬁagﬁnida written in Harsha's time, Malati-
madhava written” in Yasovarmz's time and Karpura-
manjari written in Mahendmpﬁla’s time. (n the 7th
century, the Yogichira sect of the Mahdyanists came
to be called the Mantrayanists (lé) In the 9th century,
'Ekegdnctrines of this sect was adopted at Vikramasila
and many other places. ‘Adikarmavachana’ and other
books of this sect were written about this time. Ir.l'the

10th century a dangerous doctrine called Vajrajana (19)

{17) H, Kern's Manual of Boddhism p 133,
(18) Modern Buddbism p 39,

(19} The married Buaddhists belongiog to the middle class
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arose from Kalachakrayina (20) a subsection of Mantra-
yana. This docttine sprea’u] widelty in Nepal and
Tibet. (21). ‘

In all the branchass of Mahayana, the worship.of
many'gods and goddesses was in vogue. They borrowed
the worship of Tantric deities from the Hindus. Tari,
Chamunda, Varah and manf other goddesses were
being worshipped by the Hindus from before. Man.
trayana and Vajrayana borrowed these deities from
the Puranas and slightly altered or added to their names.
Janglitara, Vajravarzhi, Vajpatard, Marchi and many
other names were fl')eir pec;uliar innovations (22). The

Hindus, too, borrowed the worship of many gods and

followed this doctrine. A man should move from I\'ﬁmnlok; to
Rupsloka, Going further he reaches Arupaloka, Nirvina
ig attained as soon as he unites himself with the goddess Niratmi,

(20}, Kalachakrayina mesns the ‘way fo eseape from
destruction’.  Mr. Waddel explains it as Demonology,  Huwi-
right, Accordiing 1o it even the Buddha has beon described as »
Pisicha. This branch of Buddhism prevails in Nepal.

(21) Griinwedel's Mythologic des Buddhismus,” pp. O
94, 100, 10 1.

92, Tard Tantra (V. R. S.) Introductisn byB. Akshsy

Kumar Moitrs C. I, E,, B. L. p. 11, 21,

[
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goddesses  from them. Muﬁj\xSri, Akshyobliya  and
Avalokitegvara were the deities of the Mahiyinists,
They were worshi.pped during the time of the Kushanas,
and in the Gupta priod. In subsequent ages, the Hindus
worshipped Madjusrt es Maijughosha, Akshyobhya
as Siva or Rishi and Bagali as Baptali, (23). The in-
fluence of Buddhistic Tantrism was felt in many places
of India. At Sarnath, too, we may seec many images of
the Buddhistic Sakti type e.g. Tara No. B () 2, B(f) 7,
Vajratira No. B (i:) 6, Marcht No, B (f) 23, These
images must have been-made in the 9th and 10th
centurics under the pntmﬁagc of the Pila Kings.
Most probably, the Pila Kings were the followers of
Maxtm-\njm)ina: This is proved by the statement
of Tiranath (24; as well as by the fact that they had

33

23, Introduction to Modern Buddhism by 3. 3% Hars
Trasad Sistri, €, 1. E. p. 12, 2and XN, Vasa's “*Archacological
Sm:\:'ey of Mayureadjs Vol, I. In!mduclian P XOV. Tari-
tantra Introdoction p, 14, .

24, “He (Taranath) sdds that during the reign of the' Pali '
dynasty there were many masters of magic, Mootra-Vajrachiryas,
who, being possessed of varions Biddhis perfonncd the most
prodigious feats.”

Kern’s Manual of Buddhism, P. 185, Taranatb "Ol {quoted).
5
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Ramiprasid Chanda has shewn that Benates was then
included in the kingdom of Gauda and was pratected by a
Gauda army, and that it was safe from the horrors of
Vlahmud's invasion.26, This view is corroborated by
two additional facts. Firstly, Mahmud's iavasion meant
utter ruin of the place invaded. But there is no his-

torical record to prove the devastation of’ Bedares by

him. Secondly, Mahipal must have taken a long time
10 build images of Iiana, chitraghanta etc. ?

These building operations must have taken place '
before the repair works at Sarnath i. .. before 1026 A.D.

. Tt isnot at all probable that “&nes ym” had been built

either at the time of Mahmud's invasion or immediately

afterit. The Mahomsdan ‘historians® also state that
Benares did not come ia contact with the Mahomedans
before the invasion of Nialatigin i ¢ before 1033

"A.D. (27).

- 2. Vide oz gaawy pp. 41 and A2 Babu Rakhal das i
Basnerjee a’lsu is of ,opinion that Mahipal conquered Benares
before 1020 A, D,

“The Pilas of Bengal' by R.D. Bnner;ee in memom of
A.B. B, ValV, No.ﬂpm. .

27, Tankhu-s Baobaktigin, Elliot’s History‘oi Indis, Vol.
11, p 123,
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It has been mentioned before that owing {o very
many causes the Vibar of Sarnath had been in 2 dilapi-
dated condition for a very long time., The G)ID»
Buddhist community got a new life for some time when
Makipal of the Pala Dynasty flourished towards the
beginning of the Eleventh Century. During his time
many Baddhist books were written and the images of
many' Buddhist deities were esteblished in the country.

About this time there was revival of Buddhism in Tibe:

1t was the King Mzhipal who invited Dipankara Srijiianz

or Atisha to Vikramasilz and made him the principal
Acharyya. Heoce it is no wonder that this monzarch
would take up the repzir works of Sarpath, the cradle of |

Buddhism, along with those of Lumbini garden, Nzland:

and other places zsscciated with Buddhism. It is

recorded in an inscription of Mshipal issmed in 10Z%

A.D. that ‘the King Mahipal of Gauda haviag wer-
shipped the lotus-fest of his preceptor bearing "5t
name of Sree Viamarasi repaired +in 1083 Sumwul

‘Dharmardjikd’ or ‘Asoka Stupsa Sangadharmachakm’and

(l'\

constructed Ast a Mahzasthanza Saila or the Main Shr ine of

o
{

3

the Vihar through Sthirapal and Basantapil who

previously built for him Ishan and Chitraghaniist
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and other sructures at Benares. (28). For this reason
Babu Akshaya Kuvmar Maitreya calls this period ‘the
age of universal repairs’. It is needless to mention that
an inscription to the above effect has been discovered
at Sarnath, .
Immediately after the completlon of the repair
works of Sarnath the place passed out of ;he rule
of the Palas and was added to the kingdom
of Chedi(29). For some time both Benares and ’
Sarnath were under the Chedi King Gangeyadeva.
_ 1t seems that this king could not make proper arrange
ment for the safety of this newly conquered province
. which was sacked for some hours by Niala'tigin, the gover-
, nor of Lahore under Ma’sud the ruler of Gazni,(30). This

28, Vide chapter VI and Appendix of this book and
- dilz %@ AIEr pp 104-109.

{29). R. D. Barerjee ‘The Palas of Bengal’ {Me, A, 8. B.)
p%.,

(30). Both Babu Ramiprasad Ghanda and Babu Nagendra
Nath Basa hold thit at the time of the invasion of N
Benares was under the Pailas,

ulutlgm
I fail to understand how it
could be s0. The Sarnath inseription of Knn_n;devn goes to show
that the Chedis ruled Sarnath at this time. From, the
boundary of the Lingdom of Gangeyadevs given by Babu
Nagendranath Basu (Vide q%hﬁnﬂq ghEE {(Ussawe p 183}
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sack - lasted for a .very short time-and only threc .
Bazars of Benares were under the “in{raders for a very
short time. There is no doubt that at the time of this
invasion, the military operations of the Musulmans did
not reach up to Sarnath. In1040, Gangeyadeva died and
his son, Karnadeva became King of his father’s wide
dominions. We learn from an inscription that in 1042
Benares was included in his territories. (31). At Sarnath
also an inscription [D (1) 4] has been discovered which
shows that he exercised control over this place. It bears
the date 810 Kalchuri Samvat corresponding to
1058 A. D. From this inscription it isclear that the
place was still called ‘Saddharmachakr. Vihar., The
Mahayamsts had great influence there and /frinm/m:r'}z'

the principal book of this sect, was copied at this
place about this time. Itis recorded in the grant

given by him on the occasion of the annml Sraddba

it geems that Benares also was included in :t The fu]l'osrm.,
extract taken from the Maliomedan History shows that m¥
view is ri{,_;ht t— ’

“Unexpectedly he (Niolatigin) arrived at o city whicl i
called Benares and which  belonged to the territory of (iang?
Never had a Mahomedan army reached this.”  Elliot Vol

II p lud
. (81). Epi. Ind Vol II. p 300
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ceremony of his father (793 Chedi Samval) that he
had built & town ,called Karpivati ind a big temple
called Kamgmeru at Kashi(32). The rule of
Karnadeva lasted for about six years. Hence it may
be said that the Vihar of Sarnath was under him up

to a little above the half of the eleventh century.
Towards the end of the eleventh century, Kirti-
varm3, the Chandella king of Mahoba defeated
Karnadeva and took possession of his wide kingdom
and the artistic works done by him (33). Most probably
Sarnath also at that time came under his rule for some
time. After this, Chandradeva of the newly established
. Gaharwala Dynagty of Kanauj conquered Benares,
. Ayodhya and other kingdoms in Northern India. (34).
Benares and Sarnath continued under the rule of this
Dynasty up to' the end of the twellth century.

(82. Tbid. p 188 and 303,

- {38). V. A."Smith's Early History of India (2nd Ed.) P
362, Fa qfiwn p. 247, AAnei gRogra,pp 231, 232 zﬁ( Bl
sRE (GAmFTA) p 187,

{34) Early History of India{2ad ed, p, 355—“4*Ctinadr
deva, who established his authority certainly over Benares and
Ajodhya and perhaps over the Delhi territory, .

{85) Far the coins of th\s line vide ‘sl gz1” "part I
pp 214, 214,215 by R, D. Banerjee.
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We have _proofs. of the improvements - of - these
- two places under their rule. Chandradeva's grandson
Govinda Chandra was the. greatest King of this lifge.v
From his innumerable inscriptions discovered at Benarcs
and other places we learn that he did much td
retrieve the lost glory of Kanauj.(35) The
probable ‘date of his . reign was from 1114 A, D.
t0 1154 A. D. He led an expedition against Magadha.
~where he had to encounter Lakshmaya Sena. This
hero defeated him and pursued him up to Prayig. He
erected various monuments of victory as well as sacri-
ficial posts at ‘the holy land of *Visvegvara’ and ~the
confluences of the three rivers Gangi, Jamuni and
Sarasvati. (36). This occupation of DBenares by
Lakshmana Sen was of a very short duration. Towards
the beginning of the 12th cantury, Kumiradevi,
one of the queens of Govinda Chandra gave a long
grant composed according to the high flown Gaud stylex
in Gauda on the occasion of repairing a Dharmachakra-
jina or a;l image of the Buddha belonging to the time of
Dharmasoka. Many historical facts may be gathered

. from- his grant.

(30)- USTERET p. 0N R, D. Bonerjee’s ©The Piilra
of Bengal” pp 106-107. -
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1t is recorded in it that Sapkaradevi, the daughter
of Mahana of the Rastrakusa line \va; given in marnage
to. Devaraksbita, the king of Pithi. Kumaradevi was
the daughter of Satkaradevi. Govindachandra, the king
of Kanyakubja married her. (37), We learn from Rama
pala Charita that Mahana was the maternal uncle of Rama
pil of Gauda. He was the right-hand of the king.o{ Gauda
during the Kaivarta revolt, From the mention of
a defeat of of Devarakshita at the hands of
Mahana, it seems that either during the revolt alluded
to above or before it, tbej king of Pithi had stood against
the Ling of Gauda. (38). Govinda Chandra was a Hindu
But the constraction of a Vihara at Sarnath, the
fepi;il‘ of an image of the Buddha and other works of
a similar nature shew that the queea Kumiradevi was
f bly inclined ds Buddhi It is recorded
inthe grant that the God Mahadeva had appointed
Govindachandra as Hari in onder to save Benares from

{37) Ballasa Rl]l (of Pithi) mza (R: u(raknln] Chandra
N

Devarsksita + Sankarad ok M‘"l

!

Kumirdevi + Govindachandrs
114 omay

3%, aipmsfocim, Tant’l . 238, -
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the terrible Turkish army. (31), From this it seems that
even after the time of N:ialatigin ~the Mahomedans
continued to invade Benares. These invasions were lad
on a small scale and they have been fully dealt with in
the Gaudarajamala. (40). Hence it appears that Govinda- .
chandra had saved Benares and Sarnath from the hands
of the Mai‘xomedans up to the middle of the 12th century, |
But did he ever dream what great changes would
come over Benares and the whole of India within half
a century ? o |

Every reader of History is familir with the name
of Jaychand the grandson of Govindachandra. The

name of Prithviraj, his son-in-law s too well known
to require any introduction. He had several times

defeated Mahammad Ghori but was in the end defeated

(39). “ Tt YIA-THUST WA ZERT () TR FUTIREG L@ 0

T/ gNET TIA ST G WTEETR i (3) siamagi 1

Kumara desi's Pradasti, Epi. Ind, Vol IX, pp. 323 II.

(40) Frgustuar p. 69. The invadors are said tn have been

engaged in a religious war, It ista be noted that if it wore
'

- f
to invade Bennres, the crufre

0y

go, it was bnt natural

. Hinduism.
ang, 92l

- Vide also Elliot's ﬁistory of Iadia, Vol. IT pp. 223,
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by him 41. Asa result of this defeat the rule of
the Hindus canm to an end. One by one all the
Kingdoms of Northern 1ndia fell under the Mahomedan
rule, Kutbuddin, the General of Mahammad Ghori,
defeated Jayachandra in 1193 and broke the temples
of Benares. It has been stated* in “7Tajul-ma.Aur”
an historical work of the Mahommedans that tl;e Mahomt-
medans razed to the ground 1000 temples and built
mosques in their places.  Theresfter, Ghori made
an arrangement for the government of Benares
and the adjoining places and beont his footsteps towards
Gazni, 42.  In “Kamilut-tawirikh” another historical
wotk of the Mahomedans, the Kiué of Benares has
been described as the greatest King of India, Ghori’s
army defeated and killed the King of Benares and
carried away enormous wealth from Benares, The
ground was deluged with the blood of the Hindus and a
large booty was obtained. Ghori himself came to
Benares and placing the booty on the back of 14,000

(41} While desertbing the salour,of the Rajpuls: nane could
transgress truth,

Lane Poole’s * Mediseral India, p Gl

(42) Elliot's History"of Indis, Vol [I, pp. 223-224.
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in the country affected the Buddhists along with the
rest of the population. Again, this -was the age in which
Kumirila and .Sankara flourished to deal a death-
Blow at Buddhism, They not only defeated the
Buddhists in religious discourses but also established
temples of the God $iva in various places in order to
revive Saivism. From that time forward Smvism and
Saktism began to rise greatly. Though the Hindu
Kings now and then made grants to the Buddhists yet
through thetr patronage Hinduism made a wonderful
progress. The result of all this was that Buddhism began
to decline very rapidly. The advent of the Arabs in
the 8th century also helped the decline of Buddhism.
The moral degradaticn of the Buddhists was mainly
responsi.bla for the fall of Buddhism. The Hindus
gradually came to have no regard for Buddhism. The
fina) blow was given o the rapidly declining Buddhistic
community by an accident. In the twelfth century
the Turkish Mahomedans poured into India like a
swarm oflocusts. The Hindu Kingdoms of Northern India
fell before them ; monasteries and temples were levelled*
. to the ground, the country was delugeci in blood and the
Buddhistic community was utterly destroyed: The
fall of the Hindu Kingdom did dot produce the fall of
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Hindu civiliéation.

also rose again,



Chapter V.
Excavation work at Sarnath.

We bave seen before how the artistic works of the
Buddhists at Sarnath were destroyed. The Vihar and
ather structares were tuened into a heap of ruins, which
in the cowse of a few years sank mnto the ground and
there was nothing to bear testimony to the past grandeur
of the place., The only structure that was able to defy
the destructive influences to which the rest sucenmbed
was the big“ Dhameka Stupa” But the sight of this
#Stupa " never syggested to any body that many ancient
relits might lie hidden in the womb of earth near the
place.  The “first excavation wotk In this place was not
undertaken by the Archwological Department, & chro-
nological account of the excavation work at Sarnath is
givea below,

A5 s00m as jt was known that ancient relics of great
historical value lay hidden under the ground at Sarnath,
systematic cesearch was set oa faat. Bat this {a'ct came

to be known to the public by a strange accident. In 1794
A, D, Babu Jagat Sinbs, the Dewan of Chait S}nha,
the Raja of Benares had'been® #7 a Bacaar
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‘his own name. This Bazaar is stxll known as “Jagatganj
Mahalla ”. The Dewan came to I\now that brick and
stone could be plentlfully dug out at "Sarnath. Accord-
ingly he ' employed some mép to dig the earth at- this
place (1). 'I"hey began their wo‘rk at a distance of 520
feet to the west of “Dhameka Stupa” and dug out a big
heap of bricks and one stone vessel. Inside tliis vessel
there was a marble vessel in which some bones, peatls,
gold pots and corals were found. ‘The contents of this
vessel were thrown into the river Ganges, Of these
two vessels no trace of the bigger one can now be found.
It is not known whether the bones inside the marblc
vessel were of the Buddha or of any of his disciples. Be-
sides these two vessels, an image of the Buddha also
was found here. At the foot of this image there is an
inscription of the famous Pala King Mahipal (2). . This
image is now to be found at the Museum at Lucknow.
A portion of it was found at Jagatganj. The I?nd at
Sarnath dug by Jagat Sinha is now called ¢ Jagat Sinhz

Stupa”. This ditch is very large and circular in shape.

..1. Asiatic Researches Vol, V. p. 181 Tet seq.

2. Tor the details of this inseription see fig Ta wer b

Ty

Sj. Akshaya Isumsar Maitreya. C. I E.,
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An account of the discovery of this Stupa has been f,
Risheq by the Writings of M, Jonathay Duncan, the th,
Cqmmissioner of Benares, He sepg the detaylg of th,
€Xcavatjon, Work to the Asiatjc Socieky of Bengaj to
Bether iy, the tio vessels mentioneq aboye, He a1,
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After the discovery of the site of Jsgat Singh's
#¢ Stupa ” many résearch scholars felt the necessity of
-excavation work at Sarnath. Colonel C. Mackenzie wus
the first man to begin this work in 1815 A. D. (3).
Miss Emma Roberts, an Englishlady, hus mentioned that
certain Enghsh mén of Sikrol out of curiosity dug the
earth at Sarnath and found some 1m1gcs of the Buddha
there (6). ‘The second man to undertake excavation work
at Sarnath was Alexander Cunningham, the first Director-
General of the Archaeological Department, He carried
on his research work in almost all places of antiquarian
interest in India and made the tasx of subsequent scholars
comparatively easy. He was not satisfed with the results.
of the excavation work at Sarnath and said that such,
work was not nececssary there (7). In the year 1835-:6,he
began examining the three principal “*Stupas” of the place
‘While engaged in excavating “Dhameka Stupa” he got #
tablet of stone bearing the inscriptiod “T 'qufr{z@‘ gaq1
etc.” This tablet has been preserved in the Iadian
Muzeum ia Calcutta. The mest notcworihy portions of

his report on * Dhameka Stupa” have been quoted 11

5. Archaeological Survey Reports, 1908-4, p.21-.
6. R Elliot, ¢ Views in India’ ete. Vol 1L pp7 L
7. Archoeological Sursey Reports, Vol L p, 1z
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and Tara are engraved on these stones. The remainin;
figures were thrown into the river Baruna for checkin
itscurrent at the time of costructing a bridge over it. Ot
another occasion, also, blocks of stone were taken frox
Sarnath for building the foundation of the bridge ovs:
the Baruna. Mr."Sherring has given a detailed account

H

of these things in his book called “The Sacred City of
the Hindus. ™ .
Twelve years after Cunningham’s time, the engi-
neer and archaeologist Mr. Kittoe discovered a number of
“stupas” and foundations of temples and the site of two

Viharas in the place round “Dhaimek Stupa” and “Jagat

Sinzh Stupa”. But it is a matter of regret that he dieda

premature death before the results of his research could

be published. The letter he wrote to Mr, Cunningham
is the only source from which an account of his research

work may be had. Ian this letter he wrote thathis

excavation work and researches at Sarnath had cvavie-
ced him that the Migadava Vihar had heen desteoyed by
fire: While carrying on his research work at Saraath
he was also engaged, as Engincer, in supervising the
construction of the building of the Queen’s Coliege=nt

< e
A

Benares. In the construction of this structure, |

largely used the blocks of stone found at Sarnath. The
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present wsiter had, some years ago, an opportunity of
discovering a Saﬁsf‘actury proof of this. Two ancient
Jetters of the Gupta period have been found engraved
on a block of stone at the south-eastern corner of the
Quagn’s College Buildings, My late Prolessor Dr, Venis
also examsned these letters and supported' my vigws.
The aother Bgures discovered by Mr Kittoe are
in the musenm of Lucknow.

After Mc. Kittoe Mr. Thomas, Prafessor Fitz Edward
Hall of the ' Quean’s College and then Mr. Horn and
Rivett Carpack took up the work of excavation
at Sarnath {9). But nothing worthy of note seems to
have been done by them. The figures discovered by

* thesm.had been kep‘t for a long time in the compound
" of the Queen’s College. Now they have been removed
to the Sarnath Museum,

Agaia, for & fong time the attention of the people
was not drawn towards Sarnath, Of the relics mentioned
above those that were fit for removal were removed
either to Caleutta or the museum at Lucknow, The
rest were gradually decaying in the plains of Sasmath.
Such was the condition of Sarnath up to the year 190+
About this time a strapge event took plece whichk

(%) A. 8. . Vol p, 135.

B



( 86 )

to the restoration of excavation work at Szrpath.
When a road connecting this place with Ghazipur Koad
was under construction, a figure of the Buddha wos
dug out of the earth (10). This discovery inspired
the archaeologists with the hope that the ancient relics
of Sarnath had not been exhausted. With the sanction
of the Government the enthusiastic antiquarian Mr.
Oertel began his excavation work in the winter of 1504-5
with the help of the Archaeological Department.
The Archaeological Department made a proposal
to the Government that the relics dug out should
be preserved in the local museum. At first the
Government sanctioned only Rs. 500/~ towards the
cost of this excavation work. But as its results
were highly satisfactory, a further grant of Rs. 1000/-
was subsequently made.

The excavation of Oertel ushered in a ncw en
in the annals of the research work of Sarnath.. The
world is indebted to him for the wonderful discoveries
made by bim at this place. He was the first scholar
to carr5; on the work of excavation systematically and 0
s scientific basis. As the result of his work, 476 archi-

tectural and sculptural relics and 41inscriptions were

T (10) Sarnath Catalogue p, 14.
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discovered in one season. In the course of this excavation,.
the place where the Buddha had preached his religion
for the first time was discovered. A list of the
in;portant discoveries made by Mr. Qertel is given
below:— .

1. The Main Shrine,

2. The hgure of Bodhisattva ‘belongig to the
time of the Kushan Emperor Kaniska, a stone umbrella.
and the inscription on the Lion-pillar.

3. Asoka’s pillar bearing his inscriptions, a
capital and a portion of a pillar,

4. The foundation of a large Sahgharim, and
an inscription of the King Advaghosha.

* 5. The figures of many Buddhistic and Hindu
deities (11).

© An area of about 200 sq feet. has been excavated
under the superiision of Mr, Oertel. This place
stands to the nerth of Jagatsingh's stopa. The foundation
of the above mentioncd shrice has been discovered at the
place Which has been shewn by Mr. Cunningham_ in his
map us the site of the “stupa” described by Mr, Kittoo™
Besides this, the foundation of the “Chaukhandi stupa”

(11) “Buddhist ruing ot Sarnath, by Oertel, |
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as mentxoned above has been discovered at a distance of
200 feet to the north of Jagat Singh’s stupa. It is of the
same size as the shrine discovered by Mr. Cunmnglnm
It is 95 feet in length as well as in breadth. Its
principal door faces the east, There is a flight of
three steps leading tq the door. In this place, there
are -some' quadrangular stone-tablets ‘on which are
engraved the figure of the Buddha, the Dharmachakra

r the Wheel of Law, some deer and worshippers and

some Chaityas and similar things. The principal door
leads to the yard, which measures 39 feetby 23 fect. On
either side of this yard, there is a chamber. To the
west of the yard, there is an elevated ground on which
there are two stone pillars about seven‘ feet in height.

To the west of this place there is the foundation of

the-innerchamber of the shrine. In the middle of the

~ foundation between two stone pillars there is the seat

 of the ido! that was inside the shrine. It looks some

thing like a niche. On all sides of it there is space

for moving round. The space is very narrow, its
“breadth in some places being only one foot and a hall.
To the west of these two pillars there is a chamber
four feet broad. To the west of this chamber there

is a smaller chamber w hxch cannbt he reached through

¢
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the principal door. On the three other sides of the
shrine there are, three doors. The two chambers on
either side of the jard can be entered into through
th:z gates to the north and the south respectively. The
door to the West leads into the smaller chamber
mentioned above. The pillars inside the shrine are 17
feet apast. The chamber to the west of it, s 28 feet
fong. The chambers adjacent to the three other
doors are comparatively smalf and are nearly of equal
dimension. ‘The chamber to the north is 7 feet
long, The western and  southern chambers are
respectively 101 feet and 8% Jeet in length. A space
of about 50 fest 1o the east of the shrine has been
.cleared.  In this .p!zce, a yard made of small pieces of
stone may still be seen. A portion of the eastern wall of
she shrine as well as #s foundatios is made of stone.
Excepling this portion and the four pillars mentioned
abave the shiine is bailt of long-shaped brick, But
here and there sculptured stones have been used. A
critical examination into these blocks of stane shows
that they were nat originaly meant for this shrine.

In some of the blocks the figures of the Buddhs
have been engraved. Here and there, there have been
-engraved some swans srrdnged in zline and some lotus

*
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Sanchi and Bharhut. This railing is square.shaped
and each side of it is 84 fect in lenigth, Itisnowina
broken condition. It also bears two or three jetters
inscribed on it.  But these are illegible. The northern
pact of this stdpa is round.  On it there is a massive
wall 10 feet high and 21 feet hroad. It has been
known at the time of the excavation work that when
this wall was built the stupa and the railing were very
carefully covered with brick. The builder might easily
break them ; but he used every possible care to preserve
them. 1t seems that the stupa was then regarded as
holy and that therefore it was preserved either out
of divine fear or social fear. Some mouuds of brick built
otre upon the other were preserved at the time of the
excavation. There isa foundation 45 feet long to the
south east of the shrine. It forms the eastera boundary
of the area excavated. To the south of it there is the
foundation of two small sbrives. Further from this, there

are the foundations of some middle sized stupas, These

are all brick-built. To the west of this place there are

of four brick built “stupas” constructed one’ upon the '
other. To the west of this, there is the fouadation of

two small shrines, In oneof them a tablet of stope

hearing an inscription iA "Ku;ila"' cbaracier was found’

.



The letters have been badly effaced ; therefore it is not
possible to decipher- them. The spac‘e to the west
of this, up to the western boundary of tl;e area excavated
is full of stupas and foundations of stupas. To the
immediste south of the four stupss mentioned above
a figure of the Budhisattva, a stone-umbrella and a
stone-pillarall belonging to the time of Kaniska were
found. The umbrella broke into pieces. The stone-
figure and the stone pillar were each divided . into

three parts.
The inscription of two lines at the foot of the

figure of the Bodhisattva and that of four lines in the
5th part are similar to the first four lines inscribed on
the pillar. From the existence of inscfiptions on the
back of the figures, Dr. Vogel infers that the idols in
those days were not placed close to the walls of the
shrines as they are now (12). The whole arca between
the shrine and the *Jagat Singh Stupa’ has been excavat-
ed. Stupas of different sizes, made of stor}e as well as
brick, have been diszovered inthis place. At the time of
“the excavation of the surroundings of ¢Jagat Sing Stupa’, a
brick-built path for circumbulating the Stupa was discove-
red. General Cunningham has in his map shewn the posi-

‘ . ¢ (13
tion of four mounds of carth rourd “Jagat Singh Stupa™
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Of these only the southern one stands to this day, the
rest having beeq removed at the time of .excavation.
To the west of this mound. Mr. Qertel built 2 Stupa

in imitation of the ancient ones. It rests on an old
{oundtion. Qu its side, there is a block of stone with the

figures *1904 A. D.' inscnbed oq it. This forms the
southern houndary of the area excavated, A*number of
ancieat celics has been dag out from the grownd
Jying to the west of the Shrine, In front of the western
door and at a distance of 10 cubils to the west of it,
a stone-piilar bearing the inscription of Asoka, the Great,
has beea discovered. Resides that of Asoka it beacs
two other inseriptions, In one of them there is men.
tien of the 10tk dzy of the fest fort-mght in the
dewy season of the 34th year of the King Advaghosha.
‘The other inseription  relates to a -grant.  The script
of both these inscriptions is of comparatively later
date. The pillar is to be found in & ditch 10 cubits,
deep. The first three Jines of the inscription of
Asoka have been effaced. The pillar is now broken.
Like other pillars of Asoka it has the figures of four *
lions at the top of it. On these lious there wasa
Dbarma-Chakra or the Wheel of Law, A number of
yards were discoveredat the tinte of the excavation of
P
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the surroundings of the pillar. A yard of the time of
Asoka has-been discovered 10 feet under the surface
of the eartn. The portion of the pillar below this level
is without polish ; but the portion above it is nicely
polished and is as smooth as a mirror, * There was a
stone-railing round the pillar on the yard of the time
of Asoka. Five feet ahove it there 1s one path paved
with red blocks of stone resembling those used at Muttra.
Three feet above it there is a yard made of stone
tiles of unequal size and above all is the existing one

made of small pieces of stone’ (13).

The excavation work at Sarnath was suspended
for some days on account of the transfer of Mr, Oertel
to Agra. In 1907, Sir Dr. J. H. Marshall, the Director
General of the Archaeological Department, personally
undertook the work of excavation with the help of

Dr. Sten konow..

s

(12) Annual  Progress Report of the Superintendent
of the Archscological Survey of the United Provinces & the
Punjab, 1805, p 57,

(18) English rendering of an extract from Babu RNakhaldaz
Banerjee’s article entitled ‘Banddha Birinasi' puablished in the

Sshitsi Parishad Patriks, 1313, B, §,, p. 163.
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Nicholas, Rai Bahadur Dayaram Sshni and the late
Bipin Chakravarti, This time the work of excavation was
-carried on over a greater area than on previous occasions,
'l:his marked the beginning of an attempt to ascertain
the relative site of the ancient relics of Sarnath and
their geographical position. Thearea of excavation
now lay to the north, the southern portion Baving been
ransacked long ago. The pumber of images found
in the north is less than those found in the south;
bur still the former ate more valuable for many
reasons. As a result of the excavation of 1907, 244
images and 23 inscriptions on stone-tablets were
discovered. A detailed account of these things
will be given in the proper place. Of these relics, a
figure of the Buddha [B (5) 173) the gift of Kumar
Gupta Il which was found in the land to the south of
‘Jagat Singh Stupa’, anather figute of the Buddha made
according ta the Gandbar style of sculpture [B (6) 179)
swhich was n_gilt of Dhanadeva and which was found
in the land to the north-eact of the main shrineand an
inscription of the 2nd centary deserve mentida, ’AU the "
ancient relics discovered at Sarnath after the time of
Oertel are the results of the resezrch work carried oz omlv
by M. Marshall,
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AY

Encouraged by the success of his first eadeavours, he
egain undertook work in 1908 with the_help of Mr. Sten
konow, This time also the Jand lying to the rorth was
excavated. He discovered certain housts to ;the no.;:h
of ‘Dhamek-stupa’. According to hitn, the date of
these houses lay between the 5th and the Sth century
of the Chiistian Kra. He also excavated the land on
all sides of ‘Jagat Singh Stupa’ and got evidence of the
fact that it had been repaired seven times. This time
a number of Buddhistic and Hindu deities as well a3
23 inscriptions were discovered. Besides these plenty
of bricks, earthen ssals, garlands made of earth and
patts of doors were dug out. Of ailt he finds, a 12-fect
high figure of the Mahadeva having ten hands [ B.N.{1)J,
a wonderful earthen head of the Ist century B. C. (14,
a tablet of stone on which ‘Rshantivadi jitaka’ is
the inscriptions of Visvapila and
A detailed

represented, and
Kumsra Devi are worthy of mention.
account of them will be given in the next chapter.
After the time of Marshall no further excavition

- work was done at Sarnath for six years. The result
of the work done in this place had all along been bey-

ond expectation. Hence, there is probably na justification

14 Acnusl Report 1907-1908, fig. 8.



(97 )

for the Archaeological Department having suspended the
work of excavation for such a long penod. 'Lay men
may, of course, err in the selection of proper places to
carry on excavation work. In 1915, Mr. Hargreaves of
the Archaeological Department carried on excavation
work at Sarnath for a short time. He discovered three
valuable figures. At the foot of these figures there
are inscriptions relating to grants from which the date
of Kumargupta II and some other things of historical
interest may be known. Last year i. e.in 1922 and the
year preceding, Rai Dayaram Sahni busied himself

with the excavation to the eastern grounds of the Main

Shrine and was .fortunate in bringing to Iight three

beautiful relic chaityas almost near the Dhamekh and a
Terra-Cota stupa with ornamental sides and some
images of the Buddhists and the Hindus,
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Chapter V.

fconography.
The renowned historian Dr. V. A. Smith, from an

-observation of the articles discovered at Sarnath comes
to the cchclusion that ¢ the history of Indian sculpture
irom Asoka to the Mahommedan conquest might also

illustrated with fair completeness from the finds of

‘Sarnath alone.”'(l) As a matter of fa:t the collection

of ancient relics at Sarnath serves as an idcal school to
the rasearch scholar. Here, one may sce excellent

examples of the various styles of art of ancient Indin.

If the students of the ‘Neo-Paiating”'in  India do not

give loose rein to their imagination and study the style

of art here they may avoid being laughed ar by

others for their erronecous notion regarding artistic,

models of anciznt India. In these d'n'; of rcccam: it

is quite clear that imagination is of no avail to give
ne an accurate idea of these things. DBut the new

generation of artiss are averse to taking sugge

which go to them in vain.

(1) V. A. Swmith's «“d History of ine As? in Tridta ot

.

Ceylon™ p, 148,
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N The finds a‘t Sarnath are also valuable from an
iconcgraphic point of view, From the images and other
relics of sculpture at this place, we may kaow what idols
were worshipped by the different sects of Indiain
different ages ‘as well as the changes made in this
respect in one sect by the influehce of another sect,
Buddhistiz, Hindo and Jain 1dols by th.eir strange
association with one another have given rise to a number
of new theories. These await the final verdict at the
hands of experts. From the relics'of sculpture found
at Sarnath many new things about the Indian Mythology
have come to light. Scenes from the Buddhistic Jataka
stories have beep engraved on many of the stone-
tablets. (1). These finds are also highly valuable from
a historical and antiquarian point of view. From the
peculiarity of some of the figures the dates of the inscrip-
tions attached to them have been ascertained. From
the fature of the stone used in some of the statues,
it has been .scertained ‘that the =ariists living is
various parts of aucient India largely borrowed Jfre=
one another. Au fuscription fonnd z¢ this ;;I::: Eos

nd &t

removed the erroneous idea that prise to the time cf SxciT

e

(1) Ksant-Vadi Jatata,
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no images were made in India. From the style of some
of the Stupas it has been ascertained that the architects
who worked here had bad a connexion with the archi-
tects of Ceylon. Hence, the museum and the relics of
Sarnath are very valuable to the historian*as well as to
the antiquarian. Indeed, the museum is as essential
to the antiquarian or the historian as a laboratory to
a student of Science. But it is a matter of deep
regret that the people of this country have not as yet
been convinced of this plain truth. This is why some
artists have passed caustic remarks on the utility of
any museum. In Europe, one’s education is net
complete unles he has visited museums and travelled
in foreign countries. Though we arc fond of imitating
the Europeans in every thing yet we are much behind
them in this respect. But a change secms to have
come over the pcople of this country and here and
there museums arc being established through -the
efforts of the natives. But the Science of Iconography
has not as yet achicved any appreciable development.
I shall regard my pains “well-requited if from the
perusal of these pages any reader is inspired with
a zeal for studying the finds of this muscum. A

chronological account of tHe articles discovered at
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Sarnath and the relics collected at the mussum of the
place is thus given below. )

. The Lion-pillar of Asoka is the best and the most
ancient of all the relics that have been discovered at
Sarnath up to this date. Nine monolithic pillars of
Asoka had previously been discovered at varjous places
in India. Native as welt as foreign art-criticy were very
Toud is praising their beauty and workmanship, (1). But
after the dlscovcz’y of this pillar, it hasheen pronouced
to be the best of its kind. At the top of it, there stand
the figures of four full-grown fions. The eye balls of
these fions were mde of precious stones. But though
these have been‘taken away yet there is enough evidence
lo.show that they existed at one time. These figures
are ¢o life-like and their make is so natural that who
ever sees them cannot but praise the maker, At the

'(3) *The ;Ichchcd monolithic pillars erccted by Asoka
Vear teatimony 1" the perfoction attsined by the early stone
cotters of Iodia in the exercisp of their cralt, ¥, A, Smith
in tho Imperial garetteer of India Vol II, p 109. b

The Lim3 Thsdoath slso bss highly praised the making
of Chaitya aud Vajricana by the Yakeha architects of Asoka’s
time. Jodisn Astiquary Vol, I¥, 102,
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fest of the lions there are four wheels. Between each
pair of wheels there are the figures of an elephsnt, 2
full, a horse and a lion. The wheels seem to symbo.
lise Buddhism. Elephant is the wvehicle of the god
Indra, the bull of Sivzlt, the horse of the Sun-god, ard
the lion of the goddess Durga. Here, it is to be noticed
that each of these has been represented as moving.
The whole thing perhaps symbolises that Buddhism
will last so long as these anmimals Will live in this
planet. We also cannot reject the view of Dr Blech
like Pandit Dayaram Sahani. Below these figures
there isa portion of the pillar shaped like a bell. Thz

portion below this is all of one piece with the pillar.
' This entire capital has been kept in the main hali
of the museum. The pillar is at the place where it
was dug out. The pillar as well as its capitalis
made of sandstone. A wonderfully shining polish
called *Vajra-lepa” is found on the surface of the pillar
(2). The gloss, smoothness and colour of the Vajralepz

i = v f 1de
are simply admirable. We are in an ecstasy of pride

ey o

(4) Babu AkshasaKumar Maitreya C,LE., says that the Tun-
. v . e ¥ i »e
iras contain rules for the censtructinn of this “lepa”, The rastt

has been discussed at some length in the Bengali magz=ines,
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to think of India's development in material Sciences
at such an early date. (5). At the top of,this pillar
there was a big wheel of Law, the principal symbol of
Sarnath. It is now in broken condition and bas been
Kept in a glasé case in the museum of Sernath.

This pilar bears three inscwptions. A detailed
account of these inscriptions as well as othérs will be
given in the next chapter.

Besides this pillar, no other relic of the Mautyya
age has been discovered at Sarnath. But we learn
from the inscription of Kumardevi that she had
repaired the “Sri Dharmachakrajina” or the image of
the Buddha magde at the time of the king Asoka. (6).

(5) V.A. Smith describes the Asoks pillars as “imitations
of the Persian columns of the Ach ian period with A

ornament.”  But such views of the Tluropeans seem no longer
tenable, Mr, Havell has recently refuted the views of Greek
inflience over the arts of Indis. From an examination ot an
image in the Peshwar museum- {Senlpture No 241) and many
other images found in the country it maybe proved tht\t. unhLe
the Grecks the Indian imoge-makers had no hkmg for 5mng
muscles. The image mentioned sbove has a big belly and it is
purely Indian, The greeks never made 1mages with pot bellies ¢f.
Sohrmanr'a 'Die Altindische Saule’ (o.ld Indian Halls),
By
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From this inscription a new truth has come to light,
Some European atchaeologists held _before this and
some still maiatain that no images of the Buddha ot
any other ’deity were constructed prior to the time of the
Mahayanists. Unless we charge Kumaradevi with lying
it must be admitted, that the Indians of Asoka's time
knew how'to make images of their gods and goddesses.
No wise man can bring himself to believe that the people
who could make the lions on the pillars of Asoka and
other things of exquisite workmanship such as at Sanchi
knew not how to'make an image of the Buddha.. e
cennot but reject such views of the Eiuopeans as
they are unsupported by reason. (

Another relic of the Maurya age is a stone railing
a description of which bhas been given before. It was
discovered in a brick-built chamber round a small stupa.
Its striking feature is that it is made of 8 single piece of
sandstone. Its polish and make is as fine as that of* the

railings at Sanchi and Barhut. It also hag cross-bars like

those at the above places. (7). Thercon also may be seen

(6) L‘px"mphm Indica Vol p 525 also A.S.R. 1907, A, JIRE
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was placed there for the same reason for whichan image
of the lion had been placed among the figures’ of the
four beasts on the top of the Asoka pillar. It also
m:xy. be the symbol of the Makaaneyas of the
Buddhists. Thefe was a very big umbrella over this
image. It 1s now broken. Its fragments, ten in number
have been collected together and kept in the museum.
On the middle of the umbrella a lotus has been incised.
Around this lotus there are some circles. In each
circle there have been incised figures of some animals,
the three gems, a couple of fishes, a conch, svastika and
many other cognate things. The scription on the bar

which supported this umbrella will be discussed hereafter.
’ Another image of the Kushan age also deserves

mention here. It is an image [No. B {a}3] of Bodhisattva

in & standing posture. Together with its pedestal it is
about 10 fest and a balf in height. Its head is broken.
Tts right hand is placed in the same position as that of
Fig No B (a) 1. Its left hand does not test on the waist,
but bangs along the thigh. In this image we notice the
gradual disappaarance of the practice of scu'lpturing
dresses.  Because eversince the beginning of the Gupta
age the practice of giving elaborate dresses in images
had been going out of fashion. The small figure
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between the legs of this image seams to be similar to
that of the lion in image No B (a) 1.. On both sides of
it there .are two figures in a bending posture. They
seem to be the figures of the donors of this image. It scems
that there was a halo round its head. Itslegs bear
testimony to the fact that it had 2 red coating over it.
This image was discovered by Mr, Qertel in the south
east of the main shrine along with a stupa of the middle
ages. It had a stone umbrella over it. This umbrellt
has not as yet been discovered. Its handle was found
near the main shrine.

Besides this image, another thing, a broken pirt of
a halo (o B {a) 4) has been held to belong to the

Kushan age. A peepal tree has been incised in front of

it. From this it appears that the image of which it
forms a part was that of Gautama represeating him
ssated under the Bodhi tree after the attainmeat of

Buddhahood. This image has not as yet-bzan discovered.

From the red colour of the stone of whigh this halo is

made Mr. Sahani holds that it was made by the scalp-

tors of Muttra.
Many other relics of the Kushan age may be soum

in the museum at Sarnath. e donot consider it

necessary to give a detailed account of them.



()

The Gupta age was ‘the Golden age in the Tcono-
graphy of Sarnath., The images of this age pollected
at Sarnath are most numerous and their size and make
sht;w endless variety and exquisite workmanship.
The images ofr the Buddha and the Bodhisattva of
this age exhibit the different Mudrag and @sanas. The
various signs of the Bodhisattva have been'shewn in
its images. A number of images belonging to the
same type have been collected at the musenm. Here
we shall give an account of the most important of
them selecting some for their peculiarities and others
4s tepresenting the various types of sculpture.” The
Buddhistic images of the Gupta age are of great value
from an artistlc.point of view. Some of the Buddha
statues of this period, says Dr. Vogel, by their wonderful
expression and calm repose and mild serenity give a
beautifol rendering of the Buddhistic idea. (9). Though
in these images we notice complexity in place of the
simplicity of the Kughan age still they are v:;luable
toanartist. The representat'ion of leaves and creepers
and other ornamental acticles of decortion never gives

proof of rusticity. On the contrary, these things show

a refinement of taste. The image:s of thisage are

9, 3arnath Catalogue p 9. *
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smaller than those of the Kushan age, and are more
natural and expressive of loftier ideas. Their fsces
never seem to be of the Mongolian type as of thosz of
the Kushan age. (10). Pauranic Buddhism attained its
culminating point in the Gupta age. The images of this
age bear traces of this fact. In this age the worship of the
Bodhisattva attained the highest development. This is
why thre are varicus images of Avalokitesvara at
Sarnath. We give below an account of the most
important images at Sarpath :—No. B (b) 1 :— The

image of the Buddha in standing posture :~—

Its legs and left hand are broken. Of the three
chibaras the peculiar’ dress of a Bhikshu, there is
Antara vasaka’ (12) in the lower part and sezizhati"in
the upper part. The lower garment is held fast by

means of a belt. Its right hand is uplifted and this shows

10. The tachis originally come from Mongolia. Iushans

.

were but a branch of the Ynehehi,

11. According to Pinayapitata the Duilshus had s
wear threo chiburas viz Samghati, Uttarasange snd Antararasaiy
In Northern India this dress iz called Kashiiya, On recount
of its colour.' The word ‘trichivara’ is not a technical word of
Vinayapitaka,

) «
12, Antara visaka—undcrgarment.
€
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that it stands in the posture #Abhaya Mudra” Its wavy
hair is turned towards the right. There s no sign of Ursd
on its head Ahalo behind its head indicates that it
belongs to the Gupta penod At.the end of its halo-
'there are crescent-shaped sculptural designs. There is
a similar image of the Buddba dn the m:lseum of
Calcutta. In describing it Mr. Anderson bas written
Ashva Mudrd instead of Abhayamudra. {14).

B (b) 23 No :—A standing image of the Buddha
without the head and the right hand. Its left hand is
placed in the Varadamudra. There is a small figure
at lhe' foot of this image.

It may be the figure
of lhe donor of the image.

B (b) 172—The image oi the Buddba sented in—

Bhimuparse Mudra, In Buddhistic sculpture, this

Mudra symbolises the Buddha’s conquest over Mara and

bis attainment of Samboahi at Gayd. As it is mostly

broken, its sculptural beauty can hardly be appreciated.
From s photoby Major Kittoe it seems that it was
intact when it was found by bim. Its pedestal is,like" the

13, Sanghiti=a dress wrapped twice

14, Acderson, Catslogue and hard-book of archxological

collections in the Todisn Musgum Part IT, p. VI, No 8. 14.
Q
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the making of such images had come into fashion,
This mudra wes not unknown even in far off
Gandhara, Dr. Vogel is of opinion that the Mudra of
Gz‘mdhﬁra bad no similarity with that of Sarnath but
was like that of Srivasti. 16. We are unable to
accept the view of Dr. Vogel as correct. The number
of the in;ages of the Buddha in the act of turning the
wheel of Law in motion that have been found in Gandhir:
is very large 18. None has as yet proved thst the
image at Sarnath was made after the model of thosc
found in Gandbara. On the other hand, Dr. Spooncr
has shown that the latter bear the deer and other things
so peculiar to the former. 19. Hence it is evident that
the images of this type were first made at Sarath.
There is evidence to show that such images were

also made in Bengal 20. This image was and still is the

16. Saraath Catalogne p, 20.

18, Peshawar Muscum Scolptures No 129, 147, 349,
455, 760, 762, 767, 773, Y80, 1250, 12052, «

19, _Hand-book to the Sculptures in the Peshawar
Museum, by Dr. D. B, Spoon;r Ph. D. (1010).

20. Descriptive List of Sca'ptures in the Muwcus:
of Bangiyn Seshitya DParishad, DBy R, D, Banerjer M. 0.

L]

p. 17, Sculpture No, 230.
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typical of its kind. Itis 5 feet and 3 inches in height.
All its members are intact. Both its hands are placed
near the chest, Its Jegs are placed in “Yogasana”. It
is.represented a5 wearing a very fine cloth. The bhair
on the head is turaed towards the right side. We-think
that the eyes are fixed on the groungd as in meditation.
The entire image sits over beautifully sculptured
lotus. In the middle of the pedestal there is the wheel
in motion. On both sides of it there are two déer
recumbient. On both sides there are seven human
figutes kneeling down side by side. Among these are
the Panchavargiya Rishis with shaven heads. The
remaining two may be the figures of the donors of the
image. There isa beautifully decorated aurcole behind
its head. Abova the halo and an both sides of it there
are two divine figures flying oo their wings. There is

21, We are of opinion that from the evolution of this
Sculptural Buddhist surcoles the painted cre-cent background
of the Durga image of Bengal, hus. origivated. The carved
background of the Buddha figure in question and its bale
closely vesemble tke chal or *backgrovnd of Dofga imsge.
The go-called *Surya-mokhi” ‘cha}’ ia eireclar and mnyim
easily mistaken for sn sureole. Formarly, it sppears probable
-that the object of giving & ‘shal’ was ouly o represent a halo,



( 118 )
no figure in the middle of the halo. Below it on both
sides of the Buddha there are two dragons shaped like
lions. Those who say that dragons were unknown i in
‘ancient India should carefully note these two ﬁgurcs
“The make of this image is so very nice and natural
that it may be said fo be the model production of the
Sarnath, * The ornamental work in the halo is devoid
of multiplicity of lines butit is still very artistic.
The figures of the dragons are indicative of heroism.
No figure of the dragon in Europe is better fashioned
than these. The posture of the image of the Buddha
is so natural that when any one sees it he is led to
believe that he has before him an excellent photo
of a living being. Even the glands of the throat bave
been beautifully shown. The expression of the face is
so calm and so profound that it is beyond the power
of language to describe it. Mr. Havell was charmed st

the sight of this image and spoke highly of it. 22. ,

B (b) 186:—The image of the Buddha scated in
Dhatmachakra mudra. On cither side of it there is
an image of Bodhisattva. The principal image is seated

after the Furopean fashion. Both of its legs are

| cmrrr b s W X

22, Indisn Sculpture and Painting. p. 32,

+
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broken, There is no ornamental work in its halo. On
either side of the halo there are.two dlvme figures
represented as ﬂymg on the wing with garlands in their
hands. The Bodhisattva Maitreya stands on the right
side of the Buddha with a little deer. In the right
hand of the Bodhisattva there is a rosary and on
its left hand it holds the pot of nectar. On the Jeft
side of the Buddha there is the image of the Bodhisattva
AvalokiteSvara or Padmapani, The right hand of this
image is raised in Abkayamudra and in its left hand there

jsalotus This image seems to be older than the
previous one as it is less elaborate in respect of design
and inferior in point of workmanship and as  its halo is
devgid of any othamental work. All the images of the
Gupta Age were made of sand-stone, They were mostly
moneliths of stone and stood on a “Lion-seat”,

B (d) 1. The image of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara
standing on a lotus. It has no right hand. Its left
han(i was broken. But the broken parts have now been
restored. In fts left hand it holds a lotus. The
right hand is placed in Varada mudra, which'is so
characteristic of Avalokitesvarix. 23. The upper part

28ty e ARAR Wi AR AE-Fruaraig
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of the image is uncovered. The lower garment is
fastened to the waist by means of an ornamented belt.
24. A sacred thread like what Lthe Hindus wuse
hapgs on its breast. Its hair is tied like the matted
locks-of a yogi. In front of this braid of hair there is
the figure of the Dhyani Buddha Amitibha which is
the. characteristic feature of Avalokitesvera. At the
feet of this Bodhisattva and below its right hand, there
are two figures of Pretas or spirits. The benevolent
deity gives them to drink the nectar in its right hand.
This image accords with the dhyane of Bodhisattva.
Only the figures of Tarda, Sudhanakumira, DBhrikuii,
Hayagriva have not been shewn init. At its pedestal
there is an inscription in the Gupta scrir.st contaiaing ¢he
name of the donor of the image, The upper part of
this sculpture bears testimony to its high workmanship.

B (d) 2. The figure of Bodhisattva:—Pandit Dayirim
Sahani calls this the image of the Bodhisattva Maitreya,

We, however, cannot agrce with him. According to its

4

qE mRTN

Fad. ws,q FEaqEmEd Qnha ARl AR 8
Foucher, Etnle Sari Icono~mphu Douddhigue, P.
There is s Similar image of Padmapani fouud et

25+,

24,
Qarnath in the Calentts Maseam.
waist. Cf. Fig. S. 87. Anderson, Cat, Part T1.

L]

It alen bears n belt en its
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dhysne the Hodhisattea Maitreya has got theee eyes,
and four hands. Another feature of the deity is
Vyakhyina mm"zs‘ This image has got none of these
signs. On the other hand, it holds a lotus unsevered
from it stalk inits left hand. There is the figure of
the Dhyani Buddha on itshead. [Its right hand 1 also
placed in Yarods mudri. From these signs we are
inclined to call it the image of Avalokitegvara.

B (d) 6. The image of Bodhisattva Mafijusn, the
god of wisdor. The head of the image was found
separated from the body. It has no right hand. Perhaps
it was placed in Vareda mudra, The left hand holds a
lotus with a stalk, On the bead of the image is seen the
figure of the Dhyani Buddha Akshyobhya which is the
peculiar feature of Madjustt. According to  the
dhyana of Maiijusri there ought to bave been the
figures of Sudhanakemara and Jamdri cespectively on
the right and the left side of the image* 26. But on the
right side of it there is tbe‘image of Bhyikutl Tar3 and

25, eeenfay FAERGE TN, AT S REERPRAGEE
Foucher, p. 48, ) :

26, “wid~agden Tousmy Qesd cacmagmad
Ty QAgEEd Al wdneREnE At e
o8 CRAIU gF A A EFAC » * @ g
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that of Mrityuvanchana Tara on the left. Behind this
image there is incised the Buddhistic mantra beginning

with—Jaqg ggavar” &c., &, 27

gfter the Gupta Period, there was a rapid decline
of Buddhism in India. The Buddhists ;IO\V began to
worship many of the godsand goddesses of Hindu
Tantrikism. From this time began what is technically
called the “Guhya dharma” of the Buddhists under the
names of Mantrayana, kalachakra, Vajrayana and others.
These Buddhists worshipped not only theic own
deities but also a number of new gods and goddesses
some of them having hideous looks, Some such images
may be seen at Sarnath. Of the images* of ancient times
those of the Buddha sitting in Dhyanamudra, 15/*-.1}0
mudra, or Bhumisparsha mudra as well as of the
two Bodhisattvas Avalokiteswara and Maitreya may

be specially mentioned. As they are of the same of

27. The image of Mafijusri in the Sshitya Parisad
Musegm holds s sword and a lotusin its hand. No reeond
image of this kind has as yet beén found.  F'rom this it appests
that the images of Manjusri were not invarisbly made in
conformity with the dhzasa of the god. See Mr. Banerjee's

Parisad Catalogue p. 4, Image No 14,
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B {c) 2-—The image of the Buddha seated in
Bhimispargha Mudra:—This image is, like the one of
the kind described before. Tt is very beautiful to look
at. As a matter of fact, it may be called the best of its
kind.* The upper part of the lion-seat of the image is
decorated with ornamental work and resembles the
pillared fdundation of a house. On each side of the
shoulders of the image, thereis a divine figure sitting
with a garland in its hand. Its halo is not semi-circular
but someschat segmental. Most probably it was from
this time that the halo of images assumed the shape of
the ‘chala’ of the Goddess Durga of Bengal.

B (c) 43:—The image of the Buddha seated in
European fashion. The image has nc; head. Its hands

and legs are broken. On the right side of it, the Bodhi-

sattva Maitreya stands holding 2 chowri and a pot

of nectar in the hand; and on 1t

Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara holdin
At the foot of the image, there
Rishis and the donor.

s left side there is the
g inits hand 8 Jetus

and a chowri. are

the figures of the Panchavargiya
the Bodhisativa Avaloki-

J AN .
Ardhaparyankiiand

B (dy 8. Theimage of
tevara sitting in Lalit@sers or
Its right hand is placed upon the left knee in [areds

wudra.  In the left hand, thercisa lotus and it i aleo
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placed on the knee. It wearsa nulmber of ornaments
viz. mecklace, a, thin necklace résembling.the Holy
thread, Keyura of excellent workmanship ‘and
al;uther ornament below the navel. There is ko the
figure of the Dhyani Buddha Amitabba on its foréhead.
The halo of this image is made m Magadhi style like
that of image No.B (¢} 2. On theright side of the
halo there is a small image of the Buddha represented
in Varada Mudra. The make of the image is admirable.
On its pedestal the Buddhist formula
. in the script of the 9th century.

i

is inseribed

B (b) 17. The image of Avalokitesvara sitting ona
lotus with its hand placed in Varada Mudra. Above it
these are the ﬁ:ze Dhyani Buddhas, the centre being
occupied by Amitsbha.

Tara stands on the
side of the image.

right
Below it there is Sudhana Kumar
with its hands folded. On its left side there is Bhri-
kuti.below which ‘Hayagriva may be seen.

On the
pointed ends oi the pedestal there are images of men

and women, Thxs image is accordmg to the "Sadhana”

of Avalokitegvara and it may be regarded as % supple-~
ment of the image No. B (1) k

B(d) 20 :—The image of Bodhisattva, .On its

“head there is a turban of the shapé of a cone, It holds
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Plate II.
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Buddhist Tara seated in the Lalitisara,
TG /{7[(' pc 127-



( 127 )

and the Aiska flower on the left hand. On its left side
there is the figure of Ekajata with mutilated hands and a
large belly. The fgures of two attendants on both sides
of the principal image were the peculiar feature of the
images of Mailjusit and other Bodhisattvas of the
Gupta age. This peculiarity may also be noticed
in the images or Vishnu, Bence it is clear that
there was 2 gradual development of this subject in
Iconography. The features of this image are strictly
in accordance with its Sadhane (30.) Bauddba Tara
is a goddess of the Mahdyana School and is the sole
“Energy” (uixR) of the Bodhisattva Padmapani.

B (f) 7:—The image of Tara sitting in Lalitdsana :
This image has some peculiar features. The back
ground contains figures of men, creepers and leaves,
It has no abundance of ornaments. Below the principal
image there is an image of a votary in a kaeeling posture.
At the first sight it seems to be the image of the
Hindu Goddess Kamalz, But on ‘a careful examination
it appearsto be the image of the Bauddha Goddess
Tard. )

o3 aret

80 XXX ¥ Ptz Rexhz-amami
i EaRIE R oAt 4, XaERia, e
Zd-warat-+Foucher, Ibid pl 65
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B () 8. 'I’I%e image of Vajra Tara with eight
hands and four heads. Al the left hands are broken.
Only parts of the right hands are in existence. It has
three eyes. Onits clotted hair there are two figures
of Akshyobhya, one of Amitabha and one of Vairo-
chana. On the back-head there is only the figure
of ‘AmoghaSiddhi sitting in Abhaya Mudri. These
are no images on the other two hands. There are
beautiful ornaments on its neck and hand 21.

B (f) 19 :—The image of Vasundhard without
bead. This image is broken in various places. There
are signs to show that it had & number of ornaments.
Its right hand is placed in Varada Mudré.  According
to the dhyana of this image its left hand holds *the
ears of paddy. Another feature of this image is that
there are two gem-pots beneath its feet. According
to its Sadhana the pot should "be in its left hand, On
either side of the principal image there are two cimi-
nutive images of the same deity. There are botk

paddy-ears and pots in the hands of these images. At

81 . The Sadhana of Vajra Tari is a3 follorsye—

KX XSzl FPE AR JAAE gz s 1
I,

agdiah,eiad Bmal 9 aaRerEkeaRy—Ibid, p. 70, See R

. - . r s - L "":""”i‘:
Banerjea’s Banglir Itihas for Vajra-Tarain Fujra-paries
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Marici or the Buddhist Auror,
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the first sight this imege may seem to be like the
image of Tarz No. B. (D2 1t hds not a rumber of
female friends which seems to be its peculiar feature
according to its Sidhana. Men do not now make
the images of their desties strictly in accordance.with
the dhyans, nor did they do so in the remote past 32,
B (h 23, The mmage of Marichi in P.rafyalrgiha
attitude. This imaga bas got three heads and six hands.
The central head is bigger than the others. The head
on the felt side resembles that of a hog, There are
signs of Vajra on the uplifted hand on the nght side
For this reason, another uxme of a Marichi is Vajra
Varahi, The second hand on this side holds an arrow
and the third, a hoak., It scems that the first hand on
the left side held A$oka flower, The second hand holds
a bow. The third hand 15 placed on the breastin Tar-
janidhara mudra, Images of Marichi discovered else
where* have eight hands. Bat this image has only
six hands. Asth has three *hauds it is only proper
that the number of its hands should be six and“not

82, The Sadhana of this image is as follors t~~
o el @GR, wgeaddn
w@ Ftrnaget, fFer 3@ saReeloaii, R gt

wparmE A Ibd, p. 85, 7
4
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eight. We are led ta believe that at first this deity had
had only six hands. It was given two* additional hands
afterwards. Hence it may be said that this image was
the most ancient of its kind. On its head there is the ima-
ge of the Dhyani Buddha Vairochana, which is one of its
features according to the Sadhana. On its pedestal, seven
small hogs stand side by side. These are the carriers of
the chariot of Marichi. In the middle, there is 2 female
figure which seems to be the image of the charioteer.
But there is no mention of this image in the Sddhara.
The pedestal also bears a small inscription, which,
however, is too indistinct to be deciphered. Besides
this image a number of images of Marichi have
been discovered in Bengal and Magadha. Many such
images of different sizes may be seen in the musems of

Culcutta and Lucknow as well as in the Virendra

Research Society at Rijshahi. The photo of the image

in the Culcutta museum may be seen in M.Foucher'shook

on Iconography. 33. This image and the one found in

33, S+ g Sa-nim war, aEiAn i
QR TAEA wEar mge ks A Edl, et sead, w0
zf@w 3d sahzanmunadi,  awipemas el ofe g
sRaveARTE@IsAITRERT Mg ANEE TAL,

gmanGar (R SRIQIE], RTINS gy
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in the Vedic literature to show that the sun is but an.
other form of Vishnu 35 Hence it scems that the
nature of Marichi or Varahi is rather complex and myst-
rious, The mother of Sakyamuni also was called
Marichi. It isa very difficult thing' to establish any
.cconnexion betweea her and the deity. Mr. Vasu
saw Marichi worshipped under the name of Chandi
in some places in Mayurbhanja. Every one knows that
Chandinsu is a name of the sun. The two images
of Virahi discovered by him in Mayurbhanja arcin
accordance with the /Z/yara of Mantramahodadhi.
Here also we have an allusion to the restoration of the
Earth. In Tibet Vajravarahi is still sarshipped under
name of ‘Radorje phagmo’. The Tibetan image résem-
bles the image of the Hindu Goddess Tarit or Kili. The

garland of heads hangs round its neck. A humen figure

[\

*q

\
~ =~ ~
]

(85). =iz aved SiqEl s@day gmala AEer’ v s,

5. Rik 10. &e. refers to the Sun-gad as Narayana,

.

s

Trom & comparison of the Gisatri Mantra, the drana of Vino
as "\s?;q: ¥l K]EYATT REqaEll AR’ Ko the  Miranmosvs
Purusa of Chindyogya, onie can infer that Visnu and the sun
ate one and the same.  Moreover, an allogory as to how Visnn
evolved into the sum is given in the Satzpatia Bealeno;

(1021 p, XIV., 1s. v, Bap. 11-12),
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)Mahzadeva ?) lies beneath its feet, On both sides of it
there are Dakinis apd Yoginis. The’ mouth resembles
that of the hog. 36. Again, the deity Marichi is wor~
shipped in Tibet under the name of od-ser-chonmo.”
This image is seated on a chariot. It has six bands ‘and
three heads and it has hogs for its vehicles.

B (h) 1. The image of Siva with ten hands. This
image is the tallest at Sarnath, its height being 12 feet. It
15 represented as piercing an Asuta with the tndent which
it halds in two of its right hands. The four other hands on
the right side hold & sword, an arrow, & drum and. some
unknown thing. Its left hands hold a mace, a shield, a pot

) and the bow called pinata. The right hand of the Asura
, holds a sword. Its left hand is broken. At the foot of the
image of Siva, there are the images of a second Asura and

a bull. At the first sight the image appears to be that of
Hanuman or Mahavire. We/ have seen such an
image-of Mahavira in Hanumanadhari in  Chitrakuta,
Mahavira or Hapuman is but gnother form of Siva.
Hence there is nothing unnatural in the similarity be

tween the two images, " . B

(86). Abh, 181 and abb 118 Die Gottin Maricai,
Griinwedel's Mythologie . des Buddhismus in Tibet mnder
Mongolei—p, 145, 157. >
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conclusion is teresistible that they were of a later date
than those of Muttra and Sarnath. 'Dr. Voggl asserts
without advancing any proof that all these slabs
iou.nd at Sarnath belonged to the Gupta period. We,
however, cannot accept his views on this point, In’the
slabs of Mutira we notice the so called Greek influence
(38) whereas those at Sarnath bear no trace of such mfiu-
ence. Still Dr. Vogel holds that these two kinds of
sculptures were of the same date. Again, he says
thatit is stnkwg that Indiae Sculptors hawing learnt
from the Greeks the custom of representing scenes 1o
separate panels have again revested tothe old System of
crowding many scenes in one panel. eg. Samath no.
;c. (a)2, Dr. Vogel could not form a right estimate of the
evolution of this kind of sculpture and hence he was so
much serprsed. In the slabs found at Sanchi, we notice
the represcntation of scenes, from the Buddhistic
stories» 39, They were made Jong before the beginning of
the Christian era and their style seems to be the oldest

in point of time. 40. Their pccuhar feature is tbat there

(88). Bee Slab wo H. I, no H I[ Hathara Catalsgae by
Vogel.

{89). See the piciuze of the relief l'ram the east gateway
24 Sanchi,

{40}, Bmidhist artin Indin, by Prof. A, Gritesredel p. 628.
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is no division of scenes in them. There are divisions of
scenes in, the slabs of Gandhara, Bpth these featvres
are noticeable in the Sarnath slabs. Hence we may
reasonably conclude that these slabs belong to the tran-
sitional period of this kind of sculpture. Therefore
we may say that tbe Gandhara slabs are of a later date
than the'Sarnath ones. Theslabs of Muttra represent
the middle stage between these two styles of sculpture.
We now proceed to give a brief account of the import-
ant slabs found at Sarnath.

C (a) 1:—This slab is long in shape with a stupa
at its head. It is divided into four parts cach part
representing noteworthy scenes frora the life of the .
Buddha. Inthe lowest part the birth-scene of the ~
Buddha has been sculptured. In the Lumbini garden
near Kapilavastu, Maya Devi, the mother of the Buddha
plucks sila flow.rs with her right hand when Gautama
issues from her right side. The God Brahmi takes hold
of the child. The image-of Brahmi i rather indistinct,
On the left side of Maya Devi stands her sister Prajipatis
The Néga Kings Nanda and Upananda hold a jar of
vater above the head of the child.  This water fulls in
a thousand jets on Gautama. This slab is not so vilu-

able in pojat of sculptural design.  Various slabs of this
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kind have been found at Gandhara, Muttra and other
places. 41, When all these slabs are compared, two
'm;puttant things become quite clear, the first beiny that
slabs at Mottra and in Gandbara indicate a more ad-
vanced stage in the deve)o[;ment of sculpture, and the
second that the repr tions in the Gandhara slabs:

are more elaborate than of those found af Sarnath,
For instance, in the Gandhara sculpture, there are two
figures of newly born Gautama; in the second, he is
preaching the fact of his supreme position in the world.
Fromthese two facts, it may he clearly canjectured
that the Sarnath representation is comparatively early
in the evolution, of such sculptures (42). This slabis
described as belonging to the Gupta Age. But the

{31). Grunwedel's “Bnddhist art in Indjs™ p. 111-113
of. fige, Mo, 64, 65, £6. Vogel’s Mathara Catalogue p. 50
plate VI, No, H. I;

B

‘(-IE.’). On the Stops at the top of this slab, the Buddhist
formuls *Ye dbdrma betn™ ete. has been engraved. From this
mo’conclusion 85 to its ascription to the Gapts age cpn bé safely
drawn.  For this formula can be seen in the image of #ny sge.
The case would have been different had we geen the donor’s
pawe in the Guptaseript. It js a common tting to find ja-
seriptions of different ages oo the samo riece of stpoe.
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between Sacnath and Gandhdra artists. At the base of
the slab, as usual, are the engraved figures of antelopes
a wheel, the five ascetics and the door.

In the uppesmost panel of the slab, we find the
Parimrvana scene or the scene of the Great Decease
of Buddha, The Buddba is lyinE; on a ceuch with
thick feet, in front of which the mourning five ascetics
may be scen. With the Kemandalu placed on a trident
by his side, Subhadra, the last disciple of the Buddha,
a native of Kusinagar sits turning his back in the posture
of Padmdsana. At the feet of the Master may be noticed
the figure of Mahakasyapa ol Rajgriba and that of
Bhiksn Upaviana fear.the head with a fan in his kand.
N Be};ind the dying Master, five more people in mourning
may be seen, Mr. Sahni mentions here four instead of
five figures,

€ (a) 3.~This engraved slab is divided into eight
panels, In thg lowest line on the left is the scene of
Bugddha's birth, on the right, his enlightenment. At
the uppermost line, the Telt copner shows the‘ Dharma-
chakra scene, theright one the Pnn‘nirra’m.r scene. These
have been already described. Now the middle two

lines requirs some explanation, OFf these, the upper
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line at the left corner depicts Buddha's descent to
Samkasya .from the Tra;a:triri;fa hegven, the Buddha
s tanding in the Varedamudri between Indra holding an
umbrella and Brahmi a pitcher. At the right of
this scene is the scene of the Mirade of ‘Buddha at Sra.
vasti. To astonish the heretics, the Buddha here is
preaching "simultaneously at different places. At the
feet of the main figure, is kneeling the devout follower
of Buddha at the other side of whom remains King
Prasenajit of Sravasti spell bound at the miracle of the
Great Teacher. Just below this line at the left corner,
a monkey is offering honey to Buddha in his former
age in the forest called Parileyakavara. The monkey
is approaching the Buddha from the right with hoaey
in hand. The seated Buddhs has also s pot to receive
it. Just at the left, we find the two feet and the tail
of the monkey. For the, story tells us that after this
meritorious act. the monkey drops himself intoa well
in order that he may receive in next birth as a human
being. The figure of 2 man with sword at the left of
Buddha isthe figure of the monkey in the next life.
The right corner of this line shows us the miraculous
incident of Rajgriha. The story is thate Brihman
invited Buddha and his five-bundred dissiples to 2
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dinner. While he was going there, Devadatia, the
persecuter of Buddhism, sent an elephant called
Nalagici to kill the Buddha, The elephant -nstead
ot killing him, koeels down before him. At the left, ts
the figure of Adanda, his r;zost favourite disciple, ’

C (a) 2. In this wmscribed slab, four, prncipal
jncidents of Buddha's life have heen depicted in three
separate parts. The upper part is broken, which
certainly contained another postion of the subject
In the lowest panel, the Queen-mother Mzyd sees a
dream in which the Buddhba is descending from the
Buddhist heaven called Fase in the shape of a white
: elephant. Thig' is,.in reality, Miyd's-conception, At
the right corner of this portion, the scene of Buddhs's
birth has been shewn. This was described above.
Just above this part, at the left is the scene of Buddha's
Great Renunciation and at the right that of his Sambsdiu
or the Enlight In the R fation scene, he
is Jeaving hotae on his horse named Kamibeta, In
front of the horse is the figure of Chhandaka, his groora,
who is taking the royal robe from his master, Behind
the horse, the Bodhisattva is cutting  his haiv with bis

sword. Again, we find Swujitd is giving rice-pudding
to Buddha afflicted with long fasting.. Next toit is
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the scene where Buddha is talking with Kaliks, the
King of Serpents. To the right of this, is shown the
Buddhba in the state of meditation under the shade .of
an urpbrella. In the uppermost line, at the left corner,the
Buddha is attaining the Enlightenment in the posture of
Bhumisparsa, at the right, one notices the scene of

Dharmachakra or the first preaching of Buddhism.

D (d) 1—An engraved lintel measuring 16’ x 1°. 10”
inches. The door of which the arch it supported must
have of a massive size. The design and the workman-
ship of the piece arc exceptionally fine. The art
exhibited here must attract admiration from all,
Repeated glances at it may not suffice to satisfy poople's
artistic curiosities. The stone belongs to the Gupta
Age as the sign of Kirtimudlha in many places may

prove this assumption. The whole lintel is mainly
divided into six parts. Stacting from the left, the first

part shows the Buddhist Kuvera, the God of Wealth,
holding in his right hand a Bijora and Balabhadra in
his left hand. Again, in the sixth part, a similar figore
of Kubera is noticeablé. In the sccond part an orna-
mental steeple of a temiﬂc flanks = panel in which
three musicians have been caryed. From the sezond -
part to the fifth part, the story of Ahantivadi-Jétzbe
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has been depicted. The Jataka in short is as follows:—
The Bodhisattve in this age has acquited- the fame
for forbearing phystcal afflictions and received the name
of Kwntivadi, He used to live in a lonely but
beautiful forest Jand pious people from all parts used
to come to him for his teaching. One day, the king of
Benares named Kalibu for a pleasure pasty went there and
was making mertiment with some dancing girls. The
king suddenly fell into a sleep as he was listening to
the sweet music of his companions. Meanwhile, the
girls were roaming about the forest and came near the
ascetic Bodhisattva, Being moved by his meditation,
, they prayed for his teachings. Meanwhile, the king
awaking and finding nobody by his side, became terribly
angry and at last began scolding Kshantivadi inall
possible ways. Kshantivadi was unmoved. Then, the
king, without listening to the prayers of his companions,
mercilessly cut down one band of Kshaotivadi with his
sword. Stll, he was unmoved. At this wonderfnl
fortitude of the Yogi, the k.'x)ng's heart }rembied with _
fear and remorse. But there was no time for the
remorse. The whole forest was suddenly ablaze, the
earth trembled and qui;:kly enough, the king, was burat
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to ashes (44). In the second part of the slab, the king
though peevented by the danzing girls, is cutting the
hand of Ksantivadi. In the third part of the slab as
well as in the fourth part, the music girls are playing
on Fina, drum &c.  In the ‘ﬁfth part, the Bodhisattva
15 rapt in meditation, the king's dancing girls are
surroundiﬁg him. The sixth part, as mentioned above,

shows the figure of Jambhala.

Besides the sculptures we have hitherto dezcribed
and discussed, therc are many images and engarved
stones in the rooms of the Museum. But as they are
of subordinate importance, we have left them out of
our account. In addition to sculptures and engraved
slabs, broken capitals; small steeples, c/aityar, inscribed
stones have been heaped in the Muscum. In one room
in the North, carthen pots, jars, household utensils
may he seen with interest. Inscribed carthen seals und
bricks of great antiquity are also there. Al these

requite very little explanation.

Next, to the North of the Museum, on a raised

ap——

» (44)  The Jatake (ed. Faustell) vol L, pp. 3341
(Translated end cdited by Cowell) end Jitzkauwala by ML
Higgins published at Colombo, 181,
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ground, there is the old sculpture-shed enshrining some
Jawa and Hindu images. None of these has been disco-
vered in Sarnzth, "fhey had osiginally been all ‘pres» tved
in the Queen's College compound and fatterly at the
deste of Lord Ciezon were brought to Sitnath, Amongst
these sculptures, there are Hindu and Jaiva images of
Mediaeval and Gupta Period. The ﬁindu images com-
prise the figures of Siva, Astamatsika, and Ganesa The
Jamna sculptures mclude prominently the figures of
Adivath, Shinunith, Ajitanath, Sreyimganath and
Mahavira, The Hindu images sre too clear and well

known to admit of & fresh explanation here,



Cnapter Vi,

Epigraphy.

.

The excavation work at Sarnath has yielded not
only & number of 'sculptural relics of exquisite work-
manship but also some inscriptions which throw a flood
of light on the history of the place. These inscriptions
were engraved in various places and on various
occasions. Broadly speaking, they may be arranged
under four heads, viz (1) Proclamatory (2) Installant
(3) Dedicatory (4) Ecclesiastical. Some of them were
inscribed on pillars, some on railings, some on umbrellas
and some on the pedestal of images, the last-mentioned
class forming the majority of them. DBesides these,
some letters are seen inscribed on bricks, seals, and
earthen jars. These things are highly valuable from the
historian's point of view. Simply from the shup- of the
letters inscribed on the thing, its approximate date may
be ascertained. The inscriptions of Sarnath have been
described and commented upon in various magaring:
by Indian as well as fon;ign scholars. Their views have
sometimes been criticised and sometimes refuted by othier

o









( 147 )

scholars. We now proceed to discuss these inscriptions
chronologically. | ‘

THE INSCRIPTION OF ASOKA

Of all the findsut Sarnath the stone pillar of Asoka
is the mostancient and historically the most valuable. its
workmanship has attracted the universal admiration
Its discoverer Mr. F. O. Oertel deserves the grati-
tude of all students of Indian antiquary, It was due
to him that the Capital was raised carefully and
preserved intact. It may now be found in the
museum at Sarnath. Its lower portion now lies buried
under a stone shade in front of the western door of the

* main shrine. The inscription we propose to discuss was
'discoverqd on this pillar. Besides that of Asoka, two
smaller inscriptions are seen on it, One of them records
the 10th day of the 1st half of the month in the dewy
season of the fortieth year ‘of the king Agvaghosh
This i.nscripﬁon was discussed in the Royal Asfatic
Society's Journal of London. "The other inscription is a
grant. Both of them are wrjtten in the Kushan ‘séript.
They will be discused hereafter id the proper place. The
first three lines of the inscription of Asoka have beén
broken off. But the main portion of it'still remains intact.
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Messrs. Boyer, Senart, Thomas, Vogel, the late Dr. Venis
and other archaological experts have very minutely
dealt with this inscription. Though they differ in some
minor details yet there is unanimity among them zs
regards the general interpretation ofit. It scems
that this inscription was addressed to the principal
officials in the capital city as well as the provinces. Its
first three lines have been so badly effaced that there
is no means of knowing the meaning of the first sentence
The first thing in this inscription is that none is
entitled to create any schism in the Samgha taking
advantage of the religious quarrels therein.  7The
second thing in it is how punishment is to be awarded
to the authors of suth schisms. Fo‘r such an unwuar-
rantable conduct the wrongdoer should be expelled
from the San’lgha and driven to a place outside the
Vihira. Buddha Ghosh also makes mention of sxmlla.
pumshment being meted out to authors of rchymu
quqrrels in his descnpuon of the asscmblv of Asoka.
'Iherc‘ are similar inscriptions on the pxllm‘« al 8§ ""h'
and Allah'qud o

in anothér part of this inscription there is mentior
of‘ the procedure to be adopted for the promulgatios

of the imperial command, This order is‘to bg published”

(‘ .



(149 )

in the Sanghas of Bhikshus and Bhikshunis as well
as those places where people céngregate., It also
reminded the royal officer that 2 true copy of the
proclamation has been inscribed in their principal court,
They were tequired to send copies of it to all places
within their juridition and to bring it to the notice of
officers in charge of provinces having fortified stations,
This inscriptionis highly valuable to Buddhistic research-
scholars, From it we learn that the sovereign was the
head of *‘Saddbarma’ and that in that capacity he
exercised control over the Vihars. It also proves that
the tradition about Asoka's severity towards the authors
of religions querrels is not a myth. This inscription is
, silent as to its da.te. " According to some authorities it
was inscribed during Asoka's pilgrimage, £ this view
be accepted as true it is to be admitted that this
inscription is of the same date as the Tarai pﬂla:
inscription.  But we notice that the Prayag mscnpnon
of Asoka which resembles_this one is of a later date
than the Tarai .inscripﬁon ie.its date was subsequent
to ;he 27th year orthe rtign of Asoka or24.3.B. C.
Heoce we may hold tbat the ‘Sarnath inscription is of
the same date as the Allahabad inscription 2. The
" rmperor made this proclamation in accordance with



( 150 )
the resolution adopted by the religious assembly held
at Pataliputra. The Pali literature a'so furnishes direct

proof on this point.
The Text of the inscripticn,

g. %ar ena e ves * e aue

Q. Qa .1... LR ] 2o (XX ] cree
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(8) J.& Pmcer:dmgs of the X, S. B. Vel IIL. No 1,
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Like other inscriptions of Asoka it is written in the
ancient Mauryyasor Brahmi seript. There isno novelty
in the letters used in it. ‘Those who desire to be
familiar with the peculiarities of the Brahmi script
may read Dr. Biihler’s book “On the origin of the Indian
Brahmi Alphabet.” .

Language:~The pecnliarities of the language of
this inscription are Similar to those of the inscriptions
at Khalsi, Dhauli, Jaugada, Radhia, Mathia, Rupnath,
Bairat, Sasaram and Barabar cave, e.g., the use of the
vowel g in singular 1st case-ending, the use of & for ¥
and A for @, the use of only @ and the use of ¥& and
Bfgar in place of u# and feg

' 1st line:—gar [ af &g ] In his inscriptions, Asoka.
invariably used this epithet. In the Puranas, Asoka every
where has been called Asokavardhana.From the first line
of Ro.ck edict No VIII it appears that his ancestors also
called themselves §aat f&g (beloved of the gods) ; the
epithet Piyadas.sana isbut anoth.er form of Piyada_si_. This
word has been used in the chronicles of Ceylon. It has
#lso been used asan adjunct to the name of Chandra-
gupta in the drama Mudrarakshasa, Hence Asoka of the

" Puranas as well as of the Cevlonese chronicles is
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»

identicsl with Piyadssi of the inscriptions. For a
detailed discussion on this matter, the reader is referred
to two articles bearingon it ia J. R. A. S, 1901, The

name Asoka occurs in the new Maski inscription.

3rd line:—3ygg—formed by the use of the Vedic
suffix g5+ The root 4/fgE has undergone gy and
g bas been sdded to it and thus s noun hss been

.

formed. The following is the form in the Dative Casz

- o~

=54§‘ o it the Dative infiexion has been fixed.
In Vedic Sanskrit, such words when joined with
verbs give the meaning in the passive voice. 1her

are muny similar words in Pali:

"~ - -
eEg A WAF SU S g a8 gu a1 .

¢S. C. Vidyzbhusana's edition of Kachayan, vit. 2.
* b

c. f. mixE, [ag | of. Dhammapada, vex 34 qiie=q,
LA 4. - -,

= (T -arad m'"' Alse 2138 17 95T ( Qg )
Jataka 1117
S he ms-In P:Ji. we netice the ves of the wend

= Hence # scems that 737 and ] wre denived from
~

-
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ene and the same word, This original wz;rd seems
to be &1 . . .

g into>m,>{?§>=a’§>(a’3’>ﬁi‘

The vowel when followed by a gutteral or a con-
junct letter talies a nasal “after it, '

’ 4th line, Wrafa Skt wwa@ra Br. Vogel read it as
{3t Dr. Venis read it as sr@fg ( J- A, 6. B. Vol
11INo. 1. N. S. p. 3)

Garetagr—skt. G-tag-+Ha4aag (of fom the
root y/ag-—fQreeafa, ag: (Latin Nodus) Insertion of
lengthening of the vowel are not rare in roots with ﬁg

aagrar—Dr. Vogel reads the word as
wAErgia. We accept the reading of Dr. Venis as
it 'seems more reasonable. For evidently it is a
technical word. (Vide Sacred Books of the East, Vol
XVI p. 388) This word also occurs inthe Asoka
inscription of Sanchi. ‘The *late Mr. V. A, Smith has
ado};ted the text and commentary given by Dr. Venis,
(Asoka, 2nd Edition),

" 6th line—%fker Skt. §eaiv L

x@1—awt (& ) 7 €&t This € is to be.proaounced as
something between =¥ and g .Hence it can b; easily

{#) > =changes into
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changed into g Or & as the case may be. The word g
has not as yet been met with in any other inscription of
Asoka. Hemchandra has used thus “gmag =qg gar”
in the 20th sloka of the 7th chapter of his Prakrita
Kivya Kumarapalacharita. Therefore {3;. and gigw (Sth
liney occuring in this inscript'ion’may be taken as good
examples of the popular dialect though the}, are dtstmct
from the ¥yqr or s:;qmu of the grammarians,

Q"h‘rfﬁ—-lt seems that this word was at first pronouncetd
and used as geAIF | geATE~-gemi& (for in Pali, there
is now )~ geara (cf. weAw 7 awwEr )7 gEA® (cf.
qear — Arwaur )~ gewt (c f [ATEy - f@aepz)
(Because in the language of Asoka’s timie a single letter
was used in place of reduplicated letters. The 1st Tetter
of the alphabet when combined with the 2nd left only
the 2nd and the 3rd, when combined with the 4th
left only the 4th, the othet two having been dropped.)

éHE'SRt'(\-‘{--Sk.t. [g@Tyg meaning ‘Congregation’
In Pali, the word means “wheel” or movement. In ;hc
inscriptios it means the place of meeting. Most probn‘bly
it refers to the city of Pataliputra.
" 8th line:—faegaraaa—Prof. Kera and Dr. Block
hold that itis connccted with Skt fsareiTgd. :

rd
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According to them the expression means ‘to make one
sell known' . . .
JAA—Skt. we meaning certainly.
5% =g% + %% The letter before ¢ has been
dropped. cf. the Vedic exp;essicn Q% QT where thereis
ro coalescence of vowels according to the rules of
Sandhi. Ot TR - THF ~ & |
umm'ﬁ—sm. agrarar—a high official ef,
vy HIAY arat 4 ain dieEy |
sy = AGHN QT ARIRIHIEG & GFAC 4pee’s Dictonary.
In Kashmere and other places such officers were

appointed for the maintenance of religion.
9th line—mrgry Skt. s i. e. province. Thisis the
meaning that the compound word ®IgIT conveys
(Mahavagga VL. 30. 4

10th linex-fagada Skt. sasad In the Rock Edict
No. 11I. Dr. Ruhler explaims it as ‘letter by letter.
Dr." Venis adopts this meaning. But Dr. Vogel
explains it as “royal proclathation’ (6).

FT—The meaning of ‘this word has been given

with illustration in ChanaLyas Arthasastra. ( Int, dnt.
XXXIV. 7.)

5, Leatrom (to be resd from right to left).
(8 Ep:gxnp}m Indkea Vol. VIII part IV,



( 136 )

11th 2ad 12th lines frarerara and Prars-gamm
According.to Dr. Kern the first term means ‘to go out on
ofiicial circuit.” This meaning however hardly suits the
context. In the Ascka inscription of Rupnsth the
expression JRag g is me‘t with. Dr. "Venis comparsd
the abave words with this expression 2nd came to the
conclusion’ that they all were derived from the root
JE% in the sense of ‘shining’. He hes further shewn
that if this interpretation be accepted the two words
sz and f3g797 of the Rupnath inscription mayalsohe

taken to have been derived from the same reot. At the

tn

ame time it renders facilitics for explaining the much-
vexed question of the digits 256. If we take (AFAITIT
to mean ‘shine’ the meanings. ‘to communi¢ate’
accord with the inscription.

English Translation :—
Pataliputra— i

(Thus saith) His Sacred Majesty (‘the heloved ,of
the Gods')—The church should not be rent in tawain.
Sheuld however, any one, whather he or she be moenk
or nun $plits the order, he tor she) shall be compalied
t0 put on white dress and live ouwtside the church arez.
This command iz to ba raported tothe male mendizant’s
as well ag the female mendicant’s order,
;

t -



{ 157

“Thus saith His sacred Majesty:A copy of this edict
has been written to be kept witlr you in  the place
of assembly. You are commanded to wnte a similar
copy for the use of the laity. Let the lay folk in full
taith on this edict assemble on every Fast-day. To
understand and excute thiscommand,for the performance
of the fast, let the Mahamatras come here: Issue the
ordinance letter by letter as far as your jurisdiction
extends Similarly,too, have it issued to the letter to all
the garrisons and the Districts.

This inscription deals,with three things and so it may
be divided into three parts. The first part records the
imperial behest._l( any Bhikshu or Bhikshuni attempts

, toereate schism in" the Sasghba, he or she should be
made to wear white garment and should then be
expelled from the Sangha. There aresimilar inscrip-
tions at"Sanchi and in the fort at allahabad (Buhler's
papefs, L A, Vol XIX and E. I pp 366—67). The
first portion of these three mscnpuous has been very
badly effaced. This mscnpmm proves beyond doubt
that Asoka was very stritt m his dealings® wnth the
sahghas and that he was the rehgmus head of the empirte,’

The second part of the inscription records .the

* instructions of the emperor to his principal officers

N
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They were informed that it was inscribed for theu
benefit. They were asked to make copies of the same
for the good of the public. This insczription was kept
in the Sarnath Vihara because the officials aswellas
the general public were called upon to.assemble there
on the ‘Uposath’ day.

In the concluding part of the inscription the
emperor directed that attention should be paid to
every - syllable of it. If the word ¢ &[Z ' meansa
‘fortified station’ and if it was not under the Mahiimatras
it is quite plain why they were required to bring it
to the notice of all outside their jurisdiction.

1t is evident from this inscription that during the
time of ASoka the tie of rcligion‘was somewbhat
slackened in the sanghas. Thecmperor was eagar
to enforce the rules of Buddhism rigidly and with that
object in view expelled some of the members vtho did
not conform to the rules of the Buddhistic church.
The Ceylonese literature also contains a reference to
this fact. It is written in Dharmakirti’s ‘Saddharm1
Sawgraha’ (Edited in the J.F. T.8. for 1890 pp 21--50)
that after the -year 225 of the Parinirviina Era the
Bhikshus in Indin did not observe ‘Cposatha’ for

- - "A
period of six years. Therefore the cmperor Afola

k4
t-
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bled the Bhikshus at Aéokara The Sthavira
Tishya, the son of Maudgali, presided over this assem-
tly. On inquir); it transpired that the majority of
tHem were not real Bhikshus, So he made them wear
white garments gnd expelled them from the sangha.
Thereafter all of the assembly oleserved *Uposatha’,

Hence it is said;— -
agF aitfveaar & = @%@ qana T\
wEEIHER TIEanid UsraFt agw i

The above gloka has been taken from the Mahavarh-
sa. » The prose portion is based upon Buddhaghosha’s
‘Samantapasadiki’. The fact of wearing white gar-
ment is clear from -the expression WaAFRIA Beeaic]

" occurring in Buddhaghosh’s book. The expression
*zigrari g&ita in the inscription points to the same
thing. The word ‘qra’ in it refers to the assembly at
Pataliputra. The word mm“a' indicates dissension in
the sz.mgha. Buddhism was then passing through = crisis
and we may redsonably hold that it is this inscription
that has been alluded to in she work of Buddha.gi]osh.
Inthe 8th line of the inscription we find the the
word ‘HEAIA’. They were the overseers of reli-
gion appointed by Asgoka after the 13th vear of his
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D (2) No 15
Text—g 1 (WEM 9GAXTAIT &rd a1 (1)
. Tr—The gift of mgeit agaIysr
D (a) No 16. .
xt—Te(w) faius aé satawm [T gar ]
Tr—The gift of Farast with-uiigft
None has discussed whetber SWATI&T was the-
same person as SATHEr |
There is a small inscription in the Kushan script
below the inscription of Asoka, It runs as follows:—~
Text—+ QTRIY & W Headiaey gaRk-
YRTPL LAY TuRETH TEY
Tr—Raja Aswaghosa's 40th year, dewy
Season, 10th Day
Dr Vogel was the first man to bring out the text
d lation of this inscription (7). Then Dr. Veais
’ Qeciphered some of the letfers that had not been deci-
phered before and discussed it in a scholatly manner

(8). Dr. Vogel has shewn that there is want of gsrgEaT

mn-jt and that € of TrEY and w7 of AITX have been

effaced. Now the question arifes as to the-identity of
% EplJod VIIpi7) - R

. . 8, JRAS. 1912 pp 701—707.
11
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Agvaghosh. As the author of Buddhacharita had not
the title of Raja, we ‘were right in holding in the second
chapter of this book that Ashvaghosh of this inscrip-
tion was the name of a Saka king and that at one time
he ruled over ilenares. .This insctiption is written
in the Kushan script. Its language is a kind of
Prakrita. According to Dr. Vogel the date given in
this inscription is of the era of Kaniska. But we nre
disposed to hold that this A$vaghosh lived before the
time of Kaniska as the letters in this inscription resem-
ble those of the Muttra inscription of the Saka
Satraps. Another inscription of Agvaghosh has been
found at Sarnath. It is written in the same character
and in it he has been described as a king. Thivin.
scription runs as follows:—

(1) U@ =easia (27)

(2) [eaa] ¥ [#] [a7d@]

THe INSCRIPTION OF THE TIME OF THR
KING KANIsKA.

Threa inscriptions of tie Kushan age may be ssen
at the pedestal, back and on the umbrella-post of the
hug,;e figure of the Bodhisattva statue made of red slone
and now kept in the museum of Sarnath. The date of

L
L4
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these inscriptions was the third year of the reign of
the King Kaniska. Dr. Vogel has deciphered all of
them and has dealt with them rather elaborately(9), The
first of these three inscriptions has been discussed
historically in the second chapter of this book. In
the year 1862 Gen. Cunningham discovered an tmage
similar to the above one in the site of the ancient city
of Sravasti (10). Its pedestal bears an inscription of
three lines which has been di d in several j \!
by the late Rajendralal Mita, Prof. Dowson, and Dr
Bloch(11), Some illegible portions of this inscription have
been rendered clear after the publication of the Sarnath

inscription, The text of the inscription discovered
» at Sarnath is given below ;—

g, wEeeRT it Gy RI AR

9. * Vogel, Ep, ind. VII pp 178-181.

10! A. 8. R. L p. 839 V. p. VII and XI p. 86,
Dr. Anderson's » Catalogne 6f Caleutta mumseum Vol I,
p. 194, . RN

11, Dr. R, L. Mitm J, A, 8, B, Vol XXXIX part 1,18
Prol, Dowson, J. R. A, B, New saries Vol. V. p. 102 Dr,. T,
Bloch 5o 3. A. B, B. 18yp. 274, Mr R. D. Beuerjoe’s
‘aticlo Sshitya | Pnnud Paitiks 1312 B, 8. pp. 170,172,
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’ portion of the e'mpire of Kaniska,
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Remarks :—This inscription is the oldest one
associated with the name of the King Kaniska Sevetal
facts of historical interest centre round the two

names of Kharapallana and Banaspara given in this

inscription. According to the contents of the inscription

on the umbrella-rod, both the persorts had rendered help
in the matter of the grant and Banspara had the-title of
Kshatrapa. In the inscription on the image Khara
pallina has been described as the Mahakshatrapa.
Dr. Vogel holds that these two persons bore the cost
and the actual gift was made by the Bhikshu and that
hence there is nothing improper to call it the gift of
Bala. Though ’,hére 15 difference of opinion about the
fact’ whether the two-images of Sravasti and Sarnath
were made by the same sculptor, yet there is no doubt
that Bhikshu Bala was the donor of both of them.
Most probably, the two Kshatrapas mentioned: above'
were *Buddhists and were governors under the King
Kaniska. Their, connection with the Saka empire
established in the 1st century of the Christian er. may
be historically established. Perhaps it may not be wroug
to suppose that the Mahakshatrapa Banaspara hnd been
placed in charge of the pgovernment of the ee.stem
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Another inscription of the Kushan age incised ¢z
a stone umbrella deserves special mention. The text of

this inscription is given belos.

Q) TeE-EE ey w5 (7)) w-anns
R) wawng [F] IR g@a [ 2112 [W] =3 =
[z aw

(V) 3== sgzal sty (] € goaaa sika-
N

3. FIF WAwEAT [F] aiiear-ui (7] a9 (12)

It is evident that this inscription records the subs-
tance of the sermon which according te traditicn the
Buddhe is said to have preached &t Benares (13
It is but meet that such an inscription sheuld b2
found =t Sarnzth, because its subject matter is closely

associated with this place. There is another poaizt

» -t

in it which deserves special sttention. it is wmties

-y P

in Pzli. This language was at one time the medmm

preached their religion. Again, we see that no inscript

12, . Sarpath Catslogz No D (¢} 11,

Thogr ks
¥ '“‘;‘A.

18, The whole sommon bas been given iz the Jot

It Las been faken from the Mahivagsa,

L 4
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of any subsequent date in the Pali language has as yet
been discovered in Northern India. Hence it appears
that Pali continued to be the medium of religious
preaching in Benares down to the Kushan period. This
inscription is one of the 25 insceiptions dug out during
.(hc excavation work of 1906-7. Mostsof these inscriptions
repeat the formula beginning with & st Yateran,” (14)

GUPTA INSCRIPTIONS,

It has been zaid before that thongh the Gupta kings
were themselves Hindos yet they were invariably
f bly di i ds the Buddhists. So during

P

their time the Bdddhists of various sects rose to influence
’ at Sarnath, the centre of Buddhism. An account of
these sects may be gathered from rock-inscriptions and
other sources. Two such inscriptions of two distinet
sects.'have been discovered at Sarnath, One of them
may be seen on the famous Ascka pillar and the
other on the riiling in the sauthern chamber of the
Main shrne (15). .

2

14. Vide anntal Report .of Archaologioal Survay
“for 1906-7 plate XXX. <7

15. Annusl Report 1004-5 p 68 third 1907-8 p 73.
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The first of them runs thus;—
W [ ] awn g [ ¥9 ] fmwi ofing @t
giSSaf
© The second of them is giyen below ~—
(A) stiEtad SR a1 '
(B) 13 q qixag’

From an examination of 7 and other letters in these
two inscriptions it sppears that they belong to the
Gupta period. Dr. Vogel says that the date of the Ist
inscription was the 4th century of the Christian Era-
{(16). This view seems to ba correct because Fahien's
sccounts bear testimony to the influence of this
sect  Most probably, the Sammutiy as grew powerful
st Sarnath from the middle of the 4th ceatury. They
belonged to the Vitsiputriky sect of the Ruddhists
This mey alsa be known frem the Tibetan aszcounts.
The second inscription indicates the influcnce of the
Sarvistividins. Its first portion seems to be of s later

date.  An earlier inscription has been effaced and

pew words in Sanskeit haverbeen incised in ite place.

Most probably, the Sarvastivadas substituted in theirown

name {dr an earlier seet in order to glorify themeelver

x i e At Kok P 4 ST

15, EBpi. Ind. VI oo 17 p 10

[ 4
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Nothing about the eatlier bas sect as yet been known The
Sarvastivadins, like the Sammitiyas, formed~a branch
of the Sthaviravadins and belonged to the Hinayans

School. Tt has been known from various sources that

they rose in powér at Sarnath from the 1st century (17)

Hence the Sammitiyas must bave® acquired influence
there after their decline. Again, we Tearn from the
accounts of It-sing that the Sarvastivadins grew powerful
towards the middle of the 7th century.

Another noteworthy inscription of this age about
the grant of a lamp post was discovered during the
excavation of the year 1904-6. It was incisedona
light post. From the shape of the letters its date

* seems to be the 4th or the 5th century.

Text
3 Fagid qoEvar
?, [al=-Fra: [qa-nj:a@
2 @ @ @ aw)

17. Eph in, VI o P 17° One of the mwnyhonl
dircovered near ‘Jagat Singh's stupn dnnng the exclvuhon
work in 1907-8 makes mentipn of the Sarvastivadine, Its date
was the 2nd Centory of the Ohristisn B, A, 8. R. '1'JO'I~8

'p XXL
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Many such light posts were discovered at Sarnath.
Most of the letters of this inscription have been effaced,
Dr. Vogel has filledup a gap by putting the wo:d
WFFEHSAT there. The inscriptions on the carthen
seals discovared at Sarnath suggested to him this mode
of filling up of the gap. Such seculs generally bear
impressions of the wheel, the deer and the following

inscription. In the Sarnath catalogue its No is F. {d)3.
(¢) sNegsA aF g
(R ). @—T=TEHAL /T
(3). @

The alphabetical symbols used ir this inscription
seem to belong to the 6th or the 7th century. Tris
clear from this that at one time Sarnath was called
“Saddharma Chakra Vihara'. This name continued
down to the time of Govinda Chandra as it is clear
from his inscription. There is not the least toubt
about the fact that this name is commemorative of the
setting, of the Wheel of Law inimotion. Antiquarian?
do not sgres among themselves nbout the site of the
“Mﬁlagandhak;lti.” We are disposed to give this
namo .to the chamber with the image of the Buddha In
it, a dcscr;iption of which has been left by Hinen Tean2

¢
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(18).For the details of this matter the reader is referred
to the appendix (B). By ‘Gandhakuti’ is meant nothing
but a chamber full of fragrance. The chamber occupied
by the Buddha was always filled, with the fragrance of
incence and sweet smelling' flowers, This seems to be
‘the reason why it got the name of Gandhakuti. From
the adjunct ‘mula’ (original) it appears that there were
other Gandhakutis there,

Besides these, many inscriptions of the Gupta
period incised on pedestals may be seen here, The
inscription of Kumaragupta bas been alluded to before.
The grant of the Bhikshu Harigupta and the broken
inscription of the Gupta king Prakataditya may be

> seen in Dr. Fleet's “Gupta Inscriptions’ We
consider it unnecessary to reproduce them here.
.INSCRIFHONS IN PROTO-BENGALIL SCRIPT:—

After the Gupta period some Pala kings exercised
sway over Sarnath. This fact is borne out by two of
their inscriptiorts discovered at Sarnath.

The first of them in point of time runs as follows:—~
Sarnath Catalogue No D (F) §9: . '

18. The Main Shrine was built on the ruins of the *Muls
Gandhakoti” duribg the Pala period,
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Text-fgsgara: | goIenicg Ta TOT FOTeqisrag
Al QISR TF [F7] SITFETIRT: § =5
AU T CEIGIERT AW T U [F]1

The word Visvapila bas no connection with what
follows. A word after ‘Jayapala’ has b.ccn scraped off.

This Jayapila seems to be the father of the famous

king Vigr;:hapﬁla I. Jayapala's father Vikpala was the

youngest brother of the king Dharmapila. His date
was 86 A.D. The lctters of the inscription seem to
be of the 9th century. The second inscription is given

below:—Sarnath catalogue No B (c).

Text.

¢ =i 781 g5 |l .

qrrA (@) AY (F)-9qTEt g FTEnIgaEEg

FrTeT ArA I WOR:: gaAdTg

T (&) A AT SiiFcagana 4t |

AT T wEIwE Frzab daagre (ag] i
R EEAIFT- WA Frag- A

z?:r QAT R Wi grRgs e |

FATRA T ST ATAEAE R AR

qAt ST A AR IR IST |

3. FIq Qot3 i fzA ¥

Q. ¥ ¥Rl o SVl £F A0 SUARTATSHATY
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¥, AG{ST AF (A0S aF a1dr AEIsTR: ) (19)

After Mahipala's time comes chronologically the
jgscription of the Chedi king Kamadeva which may
be seen in the museum at Sasnath. It bears No D
(1) 8. It is now'in pieces. Mr. Hultzsch has given a

" text of it by putting together the Broken parts. This
teanscript 15 of very little value; bence only the subject
matter of it is given here. The script of the ins-
cription is old Nagari and the language ungrammetical
Sanskrit. This inscription was issued by Karpadeva,
a scion of the Chedi Dynasty of Tripunin 810 Kala-
churi Sz;mvat i. e. 1058 A.D. At that time some Stha-

. 19, This inscription has been published five times. Tt bas
also been discussed in vsrious magazines. Lastof all
Mr. A, K, Maitreya edited it with its Bengali Trans-
lation, (Gauda Lekhamald p, 104-109) for the details

of it the reader is referred to the Appendix and the
following articles, Asiatio Reseaickes vl V. p, 181
and vol X (1808) pp. 129-183. A. E.R.vol IIIL.

. p. 114 Bq, of vol XL p 182, Hultzsch 28 0h. Ind.
Ant .vol XIV. p. 189 8q A. 8. R 1508-4 p 221
_J..A. B. B, (ew Eeries) vol II No. 9, p, 447.
LA XIV, 189 J, A, 8.B.VXIL 77 ; Bendall Oat,
Buddh, Bit. Mix. Int, ii. p. 100, N L
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and Sankaradevi have been described as the daugbters of
Devarakshita. Shankaradevt’s father’s name wps Mahana
or Mathana and he was the meternal uncle of the Gouda
king Ramapila. Hence we see that Kumaradev1 was
the daughter's daughter of Mathanudeva. It is said in
- the 21st sloka of the inscription that Kumaradevi built
a Vihara at Dharma Chakra or Sarnath. In the 22nd
and the 23nd sloka it is stated that she made a gift of
a copper plate inscribed with the teachings of Si-
dharmachakrajina to Jambuki, the foremost of the
Pattalikas. She also made certain rapairs to the image
of Sreedharmachakrajira of Dharmisoka’s time.
The inscription again speaks of the construction of the
. Vihira. In short,)t'hié inscription deals with the following
topicsi—
(a) Genealogy of the lines of Kumaradevi and
Govind Chandra.
($) The existence at S;mnth of an encient image ~
of the Buddha known as Dharmachakrajina,
(G} Dharmﬁchakrajina Vihara was the name of the
shrine where this 'im%ge was kept. I't might
have been a Gandhakuti, ’ i
(d) The Topper plate alluded toin it was idscribed
with the doctrine that the Buddba preached at
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Benares. ‘This interesting copper plate how-

ever has not as yet been discovered.

The Moghul Badshsh Humiyun paid a visit to
Sarpath. His son Akbar incised a stone inscription here
in the year 1858 in order to maRe this occasion
memorable. It is written in Persian. Its English
translation is given below.

Tr:~—The late Humayun, the king of seven kingdoms,
one day sat here and thereby increased the sun’s Justre.
His son and servant Akbar then projected to build
a lofty edifice here. Thus this fine building was
made a Hijiri 996.

This stucture stands on the Chaukhandi stupa.

The above inscription was discovered inside it.



"CHAPTER VIL
The Present Ruins of Sarnath.
In this chaptgr we propose to'give a rough sketch of
.the principal relics to be met wilh at Sarnath for the
gmdance of the visitors to this place
A visitor to Sarnath may go there from Benares
either by rail (B. N. W. Ry.) the place being only half
a mile from the Railwaya station of that name or by
Ekka, carriage or any such conveyance. It is far more
advantageous to travel by the latter class of conveyance.
When joutneying in a ghari the visitor will, when he
has advanced a’little towards the east, crossing the
‘Abridgc of the river Baruni, see 2 thin line of mango
groves. The sight of these trees reminds one of the
ancient ‘Migadava'. Then advancing a little he will
have to make a tour towards he north. A few minutes’
journ;y in this direction will bring him to the Chau-
khandi Stupa standing on the left side of the road.
CHAUKHAND] STUPA. .
The lower protion of this stupa seems noﬁ:ing n.wre
than a mere eap of earkh. " An octagonal structure

. moade of brick stunds on the top of it. We cannot
12

’
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understand how it got the name of “Chaukandi”. - It is
octagonal ir shape®and its date seems to be compara-
tively modurn. It was bﬁi'lt in 1588 by the emperor
Akbar with the object ,of commemorating the visit of
his father Humayun to this place.  Thereis a Igérsian
inscription on it to. this effect. This matter has been"
dealt with:in chapter VI. The lower portion of it which
is made of earth belongs to a very ancient date of the
Buddhustic period. In 1835 Mr. Cunningham sank a
well below the octagonal structure but found nothing
of importance there. He therefore came to the con-
clusion that it was merely one of the stupas described
by Hiuen Tsang. Sir John Marshall also is of opinion
that it was near this place that the Buddha met his five |
disciples. In 1905 Mr. Oertel carried on excavation.-
work in the ground lying to the north of this stupa and
discovered a host of ancient relics. On the outside-
of the boundary wall of the stupa there is a nurﬁper of
niches for keeping images. Mr. Oertel holds that the
stupa was 200 feet in helght But its present height
with the inclusion of thé «brick-built steeple is only 82
feet. The toprof the steeple commands a wide view
of the ‘surrounding landscape. From “there one may
clearly see the ‘Dhameka Stupa’ in the North apd'the'

(g
C
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‘Dhawja of Benimadhava' (the Aurenzeb minar) in

the South, , ' '

, EXCAVATED AREA AT SARNATHS -

After a few minutes’ ‘jfll.l:l'ﬁy from this place the
Visitor will find hint>e]f in the vast rufns of Satnath. The
Archeological museum of Sacrnath stands on the right
hand side of the road. Instead of going there direct the
visitor will do well to follow the path directed by the
Archzological Department. He should go along the
path by the side of the sign.board bearing the words
“stacting point”. Shartly he will come to an excavated
place of circular form. The antiquarians have given
this place the name of “Jagat Singh's Stupa™ (1) In

. this place there once’ stood = very large brick stupa

In the year 1794, the Dewan Jagat Singh demolished
this stupa for the purpose of collecting bricks and
brought them to Benares. A very nice marble vessel
was dug out of this place. Thbe lid of this vessel has
been kept in the_ museum of Calcutta. In the year
1918, Sir John Marshall carried on excavation work. here

(1) Now Mr. Sshai has alterod tha Eign bosrd’and calls
it Dharmarsjika uccordmg to’ my +idestification  without any
reference to it in lua new gmde, book See J. A, B.B.'N, 8,
1919, No. 5. p. s,
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and came to the conclusion that the original stupa was ‘
built durmg ‘he reign of Asoka and that it was repaited.

. =Lven tlmt;s.{-‘, There is no doubt about the fact that
it was the “Dharn*aréiikﬁ” built by Asoka, Its last

that of the Main _Shrme Some small monuments lle ~-
scattered on all sides of Jagat Singh’s stupa. .These
were built by Buddhistic travellers at different times.
THE MAIN SHRINE AND THE PILLAR OF ASOKA.
Advancing a little further® the visitor will see the
main shrine, The inside of this hall is €4 feet square.
On all sides of it there are remains of small chambers.
In the southern chamber, there is a very smooth stone-
railing of the time of Asoka. It was i)uilt of one eatire . '
bleck of stone. Most probably it once surrounded the. ..
Asoka pillar. The height of the shrine may be inferred
from the thickness of its walls. It is certain thatits: -
front faced the East. 6n the east of it thereisa
stone-yard. The date of the structure seems to be
the 11th century. The Archwologmal Department
alSo holds this v1ew W’é think that it was rebullt by
Kirg Mahipala”of J\e Pala Dynasty under the name of
“Sallagand}\akutl » This shrine was bu\Tt on the terrace

of a bigge? one, “tbe description of which has been left

) ) |
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"hy Hiuen Tsarg. It was bn thé site of this shrine that
the Buddha began to preach his doctrine. | The fesalts
of the excavation work lead us fo infe_x:__t_l' at _t}p;uvgi .
an alder shrine below the Main/Shrine and that the

' small stupa inside\_gzn_:i§ Asoka” railing stood inside M.
These points will be ‘téadered clearer when farther
excavation work is tarried on. On all sides of this
shrine, chambers and stupas beldoging to different ages
and of vatious sizes may be noticeable. The broken
lower part of the pillar of Asoka may be seen fo its west.
The broken pieces of its upper part lie in the notth-
western corner of it. The smoothness of the pillar
is worth observation. These pieces and the lon-mount-
ed capital were"discovered in the west of the Main
Shrine. Al these structures were ruined in consequence
of the Mahomedan invasion in the 12th cantury. The
lion-capital may now be seen in the museum. The
inseription in the Asoka pilla'r has been discussed in the
sixth chapter. .

Tae MONASTERY AREA.

Now the visitot has to*progeed towards ,the narth.
cast along the winding and .un;’:e;:‘pﬁtb to the north
of the Main Sfrine. On either sids of this ‘path, he
will notice,.:emains of chambcxs,“housg.s and stupas,
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The images and pillars now kept in the museum were -
. dug out from this place. |
e fjfjh u:t distance he will see a sxgn-board bearing
the words™ “To” Mo.\%stery Area.” In the groundto
the north of this place the ritins of four distinet Viharas ™
have been discovered. In ddys 6t old a large number
of Buddhist BhikShl;S and Bhikshunis lived in_these
Viharas. In the first of them many chambers and even

a well have been found. It is a matter of wonder that
this Vihara had a drain which maystill be seen. Traces
of a similar arrangement have been noticed in the ruins
of Bhita. This drain falls into the tank lying to the
West. The second Vihiara stands to the west and
{'the third Vihara to the east of the first Vihara. The ‘
third Vihara stands on a comparatively low level. Still
the visitor will find every access to it by following the
same path. Traces of the dwellings of Bhikshus and
Bhikshunis may be noticed il this place as well. T'lluere
are also traces of the wooden doors of those houses.
Advancing a little to the east along a ‘higher ground
the visitor will come to the prurth Vibara. This Vihara
also stands on a.Jrwer level. Going a little further
towards . the south, ‘?he visitor will ‘tvme to.the

#Nhamelra Stnmiste—
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DHAMEKA STUPA.

This Stupa used to be seen long before the excavation
work at Sarpath was teken up. In the opljuon nt J)r.
Venis the word *Dhamekh’ cor, é"'gum skt, eraale ¢
(Pondering of the law). “When viewed from afar it
looks like & Slva-hnga (Phiﬂhc symbol). Did then the
Mahsyana Buddhists build their Viharas onghe model
of the Siva itga ? The entire stupa is a solid body,
Its height is 104 feet. The diameter at the bottom is
93 feet. Ths lower portion of the stupa up to a height
of sbout 37 feet is butlt of blocks of stone fastened
together by iron bolts. The upper part is built of
brick. In the lower part there are eight big niches,

, Each of them onde ‘contained animage. Now only the
pedestal thereof may be seen. Further down the stupx
there are ormamental works of geometrical figures.
These pieces of stone indicate a very fine art There
are also figures of swans,” frogs and men of dwarfish
stature. Each of them holds a lotus in his hand. Thy
figures on the westen side; of the stupa may faitly
sival any sculptural productegf modcm India Europeau
scholars as well as the Indian }ugN}' eneom these artisti.
works. The* 55312 of thede works resembles the free.

* hand style 'g!-the Ceylonese sculptors. From this the
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Tate Mr. V. A. Smith concladés that the Indian worker-
“hete followed the Ceylonese style. But mere resem-
blance betw\‘:ea two works can never truly indicate
which class of workes> followed the other. It simply
shows that there was some connection between the two
communities of workers. Jﬁ’ﬁg’iﬁgﬂfrom the style of
sculpture, these seem to be the work of the 7th century.
Most probably the stupa also was built in that time.
In 1835 Mr. Cunningham dug a well inside and
discovered an inscription of the 7th century. DBut
he also found bricks resembling those of the 2nd
and 3rd centuries at the bottom of the stupa. Hence
fve may not be .wrong to conclude that the original
stupa belonged to olden times and that it had been

repaired several times.

Advancing a little towards the West the visitor will
see an op2n house contamir:g a large number of images
lying scattered here and there. It was built wherr Mr.
Oertel had been carrying “on his excavation work at

Sarnath: The images in it are exposed to the rays "of
v < -

-

the sun and m‘in’.""’.The mostimportant of the images
are of the Nue grahas, of Jumni amL\:?f many other
= -

Hindu Gods dud Goddesses.
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SarNaTR MyszuM.
Adwancing a lmle towards the south thevxsxtcr will
come to the museum In the middle chamber of xt he
will find the jmages of mast sncxen/'-ua:e and Btber relxcs

The most 11‘»’“‘).‘9‘3‘{5, oi the finds is the lon-
mounted capital of Asoka. On the left side of it
there stands the image of Bodhisattwa made of red stone
and belonging to the time of Kaniska, On the northern
wall there is the statue of Mahavira having eight hands
and on the eastern wall there is the image of the
Buddhe in the mode of seiting the wheel of Law in
motion. In the southern chamber may beseen the
images of the Ru,d.dlza, Bodhisattwa, Tir3, Mirichi and
othir deities all belonging to » subsequent age. Inside the
Southern wing further on may be seen sculptured tablets
of stone, pitlar tops, emall stupas and other refics, On
the slabs of stone scenes, from the life of the Buddha
have:been represented On' the western Verandah of
the Museum, the visitor will sce a huge lintel of stone,
In the northern chamber of the muscum he will seo
earthen jars and other vcrseb’; bd~ks bc:;rin;; }ns/;ripﬂans
and household ytensils used in thate vexy eady times,
A detailed account of thess finds has been mnhmh In
the 7th chapier. B ,
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. APPENDIX A

The Mudras form a special gubject in the Buddhist
Tconography. (!"ia*: & Feucher, lconsgaphie Beuddhique,
Pazis, 1900 P. 68 V). !

“;bhaya Hudri—or of ‘Blessing’. In khis: ition the
Teft hand remains open in the lap or holding the Savirghati

the right is raised in front of the chest with the fngres
and thumb half-extended and with the palm facing
forwards. The Mudea is particularly noticeable .in the
nages of the Kushln Age. See B (8) figure.

» Vapsds Aidiz—The fight hand hanging down
ver the knee, the palm of the'hand tusned ovtwards
adicating chatdity. It is to be noticed only in lha case
i standing figuees.

+ Dhyptna MudrdIn this posture, both the hands
ize faid upon ane another in the lap. Only in ihe seated
igures, this can be seen,

Bhiimiparfa  Mudrd—~'This attitude lms' .specia'l
ngmﬁcancc in, the dedhxsk mytho]ogy. thn the
Buddha was, attacked by Mm-a, he called up the Emh
..oddess to bear wititess to his previods bmhs ‘In this



¢ 2 )
posture, the Buddha's band touches the Earth, Vasamas,
the Goddess, rizes D at thesame tims. Soon zfter tha

Mara'ls v:;’_r;uished, the Buddha attzins the Enlighten-

w

ment. Thus, the AAdrz stands as 2 symbol of th
Susbidbi. We £ad, the jmage in Buddhe Gayz i
represented in the sume posture. Cf. Sarnath B .(o
175, B (¢)'S. Another name for the Mades is Pejreeans,
The Szétinands taraisini prescribes the following
rule for it :— '
2 \ ) ~
= IR I TRIOadgdaAy

I3 A - ~ g
Yegrmeamire sfudri—QOr  ‘Tezching' atiitude.

Both the hands of the figure rest on the chest.- The
index zad the thumb figures.of the right hand being
united are touched by the middle fiager of the left haad.
In such #fudré, the fgure is elways to .jne found seate:’;.
This -posture pnmamlv =vu1bo lises the fest pr&.ch of
Buddhism atilSurr.a:}:. See fig. B (6) 181. At Srévast!-.

too, when the Buddha showed t_he mzracl‘.-, he 855_?‘?5.‘1

the same posture.
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‘a4 Stong pillar»

ASUming. ghgee
atus
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(v )

Asckan period.® This, therefore, was the stupa which

the Chinese pilgrim noticed to the south-west of the

. main building ) .

The description left by Hiuen-t-siang of the pillar
of “dazzling bnghtnecs exactly fits in’ with the asoka
pillar now standing to the west of the Main Shrine. Sir
John Marshall bas questioned this identity, but nearly
all his objections bave been met by Dr. Vogel. We
bave, besides, V. A. Smith’s remark in his “Asoka"
which points to the same identity, “only two of the ten
inscribed pillars known, namely, .those at Rummindei
and Sarnath, can be identified certainly with the monu-
ments noticed by Hiuen-t-siang.4”

Turnping to the Mahipala inscdbtfr;ns, we note that
many years after Hiunen-t-siang’s visit to Sarnath, in~
1026 A- D., an inscription was issued in Mahipal’s reign
to the effect that some repairs had been made to the

ruins of Sarnath.®> Much li\ght‘is thrown on the monu-

s
L

8 “Guide to the Buddhist Rujns of Sarnath” by Ft. D, R.

Sahni,.p. 9.

4 Asoka (Second Edttmh‘] p 124,

5 Indian Avtiquary, - Vol. XIV, p. 159f J. A, 8. B.
(. §.), Vol II, 1906, pp. 445-7, Epi. Tnd; ~Vol 1X (1907

8), ppi 201-98. ‘
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ments under review by certain passages i this inscrip-
tion. R ‘ .
“The couplet we, quote below is the tmost important
part of the record :—
@) “Tau* D)mrmard]:liﬂt Sahgam Dharmacakra
Punernavam” .
] “Kr @ tndmayta Mahasthana Saila
Gandha Kutim"

Translation «=—"they (Sthirapals and Vasantapala)
repaited the Dharmarzjiks and the Dharmacakra
{vihara?) including the accessories, as, well as the
Gaodbakoyt, made of stone, beloging to eight great
places.”

We shall attempt, now, to examine these monu.
meants and establish their identity, as foras we can, in the

light of Hiuen-t-siang Travels, epigraphic finds and other
documents.

\

~DHARMARXJIRA~Dr. Vogel tried to identify the

present “Dhimekh Stupa"™ with the “Dharmarsjika’

of the inscription. But smse the publication of Dr,

Veais® view that the word Dbdmk}x' was derived from
Dharrik rathgr than from D&nrmrd/:id, D Vogel

sbandoned his  ideatification. Arch%c!ogists, -have
N
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however, sscertzined that the Dhameth Stupa belongs
to the Gupta period, and not to the Asckin period. The
word Dkamfzrﬁfii:ﬁ agaip, was used to denote Asokaps
stupas generally(6) It has already been pointed ont
that the Jagat Sing Stupa was of Asokan age. We 'may
infer, therefore that the wt;i-d “Dharmarariks refers to
the orighual strocture of the Jagat Singh’s - Stups.
Moreover, we gather from the travels of Fahien that ke
saw a stupa where the Pancavaggiyas paid reverence to
the Buddha, and to the north of it was the famons site
of the “Turning the wheel of the law.”(7) Judging from
this, I am inclined to believe that the Dkarmardjika is
the Jagat Singh stupa. \
DEARMACAXRA—It hzs been mentioned in .the
Mzhipal lipi, a5 Sangan: Dharmeakram  Dr. Vogel took.
the word sdsigasn to mean ‘complete’ and the late Dr.
Venis seems to have accepted his interpretation. This
rendering, in my opinion, is very doubtful. We,meet

: \v’
with an expression like 8zaga Veda meaning Sadargs-

6. 84,000 ch;mar@'ikﬁs built by Asoks Dhsrmarajs,- &
statad by Divyavadane E:}—:G:Dwell and Neil, p. 879}, guoted

chcner Ieo. Bouduhxqre, p. 5b4. <
The Pilgrimsge of Fahlen firanslate& by Laidlsy),

7
pp. &27-°
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Veda Likewise, we may take the exprassion sdhgen
Dbkarmacakrate to.mean the present Dhormacakra toge:,
ek with its various accessories. The meading of
Dharmacakea remains ta be”settled. Fram the fact.
that the Buddha at Sarnath turned ‘the wheel of the
Law' have originated in later times, the Dharmacakra
Symbol'or the symbol of the wheel, the Dharmacakra-
mudra and even the name Dharmacakravikdr denoting
the monastery of Sacmath (8} 3 in aseal discavered in
the course of excavation at Sarnath has been
inseribed ~Rimgiad sfigaragsat W9
From this we may conclude that the whole monastery
nsed to be called Saddharmacatra and a chapel within jts
predincts was known as Milagandha Kugi (Main shrine),
From this we may deduce that the present monastery,
as a whole, together with jts accesaries has been meant
by the expression Sdagam Diarmacakram, pgsin, Mr
A. K. Maitra, the founder of the Varendra Rémmh
Saciety, is of dpinien that the Dharmacakra Symbal,
“winch formedly surmounted the lion ca.pltalgé Asol;a
and of which fragments are dqw preserved in the

8 In tho m:crl,ptmn of Kuwiradevt, we figd that Samuth
bas been cafled- Satdharama-cakraritar ;

9 Hargreve's Apppal Progress Report for 1915 i>,
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Sarnath Museum, (10) is the exact object which s
denoted by the foregoing expression in the Mahxpal
Inscrzptlon. The practzce of adorning the lion capltal
of Asoka with the Dharma cakkra symbol was not an
uncommon feature .in ancient days and we find the |
same thing on the Asoka pillar at Safichi. Therefore
nothing can be said with certainty as to which ‘object
was exactly repaired—the whole monastery or the
Asoka Pillar. It is not unlikely that the whole monaste-
ry was under repairs along with the repairs of the

Dharmarzjika inasmuch as the monastery, the Gandha-

Kuati and the Dharmardjika were all in a ruinous
condition, The Pala brothers, it' may be supposed,
undertook to repair all of them. It is also noteworthy

in this connexion that no trace of repair can now be

noticed on the surface of the Asoka Pillar.
ASTAMAHASTHANA-SAILA-GANDEARUTI--Dr. Hultsz,

Dr. Vogel and Dr. Venis have offered various\intet-

pretatlons of this expression. Of these, -Dr. Venis' is

the lat§ After havmg- shown the impossibility of
°xpound1ng the compound as the Gandha Kut: erected

oF stone,.brought from eight great places,.on the groundf

*
10 8§ “John Marshall’s Annual Report A. 8., 1904

» 86.




. ( ix )

»f Sanskeit grammar, he suggested the following inter-
pretation s “Shride is made of stone and in the shrine
dreor toit belong eight great places (positions).” an.
According to the rules of Sanskrit grammar, this
compound can be noother than the ANUATL-ANG TR
Then, of course, the component ‘pa:ts would be :—~

sergremae (or Raat ) banragdr. (12 We shall
consider now if this interpretation suits the topography
of Sarnath and holds good on other grounds. (15) It

appears to me that the word “Saila Gandhakupi™ here
doubtless refers to the Majn Shrine of to-day, for
architectural characteristics of the 12th century A, D.

are traceable fn the ruins aad the style of this building.

The word Gandhakuti has been discussed elsewhere, (14)

11 7. A8, B, (N. S, vol I, No, 9, p. 447,
12 Of. fgerenka Dasskomira Carita.

13 Mr. Hargreaves, the ’Superin!mdexzt. Archmological
Survey, in alelter to me expressed the view—r'Yts explanation,
T stn afraid, xoust always yemain doubifal, *

14 Buddbist literature informs us that the voomp. where the
Buddbs dmelt wos cedally wade fragrant by bfraing idcense
and thus it receivg? the nsme of (andha Kol The word, in
coarse of timd, has been modificd fato Gandhols and eamé 1o be

vaed in o similac sense in Tibetan books—"Pn'g,'-Snm-quan:’
by 8.0, Day, p. 77, °
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Again the previously mentioned earthen Seal, bearirig‘

" o
the legend v ,;‘-\““;‘.‘q».,v«q, st Anawt, furnishes

\‘

‘us with the information that “in the Mala Gandhakutf
which was siluated in the Saddhérmacakra Vihara,” etc.
The age of this eplgzaph ic.much anterior to that of .
the Mahipal inscription. Round the chapel in which
the Buddha dwelt an extensive monastery ma;/ have
gradually come into heing. That chapel used tobe
called “Gandhatuti” and the whele monastery passed
by many different names. Cur attention may be turned
again to Hiuen-t-siang’s account for the “sake of
comparison. We find there that he also saw the whole
monastery and a high building 1nade of stone.(1) There
was an image of Buddha therein, represented in Zhe
Dharma cakramudra. In the traveller’s account, OB¢
thing appears to be specially striking, and on this he

seems to lay much stress : “The Sanghdramg Was divided

into eight portions (Sections)” (13) I conjecture’ fom
this that these eight parts of the Seaghardma. developt’,d‘
in coufs:xm time into eight placea or monasteries whith

constituted the wholé estabhshmunt And very probably
. :\___,_-—-—-——""——‘

“T.ns establishment, be 5235

Wc.‘:}t(%i'&

15 CF. Wmte 5 version—

as in -~ght dwcswns all enclosed mthm one wall’—

Vol. I, p. ku.'
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wue Sanghdrdma having distinet divisions received the
true designation 6f Agfa mabasthtng, Tt riay be noted
that six distinct monasteries have ulready been exhumed
by modera exploration, [ have , also been informed by
a Superintendent "of the Indian Archzologicel Depart-
" ment that probable sites of more vitrres still lie hidden
cn the east of the |, No excavatiod has been

cartied on in that direction (16). We may,

.
nevertheless,
arrive at these 1

) that ditamhayes
pame given to the whola Sag
Tutt was the name
situated probably
thercfore calleq
or

was the
ghatima and Saila gandha.
which signifisd an olq stone building
in the middle of the Sonctaram, and
(2t one time Mals,
*original," from the fact thay
his first residence there, and gt ane;
was chiefly built of stone,

meaning ¢ congra) »
the Buddhg set up
her time Saila, g3 it

——
16, Sines the bublication of thi, Paperin J, A, éﬂ B.
No. 5,

Y bas’ comg omy by the retent
excavation of the Archacolgioal Dannt

“1919, a new - nest,



